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VI CE- CHAI R SI MS: Good afternoon. This is

the neeting of the Senate Redistricting
Committee. The neeting is called to order.
Cerk, please take roll

MR, RANDQZZO. M. Chairman, | believe we
have a substitution letter from Senator
McConchi e.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: |'m 1l ooking for the
letter now, M. Cerk.

MR. RANDQOZZO It's Senator Bryant in
pl ace of Senator MConchie, sir.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs: Ckay. | have a letter
from Senat or McConchi e repl aci ng Leader
McConchie with Senator Bryant. Wl cone,
Senat or Bryant.

Clerk, you can proceed with the roll.

MR. RANDQZZO  Perfect. Senator Bryant?
Senat or Pl unmer ?

SENATOR PLUMVER:  Present.

MR. RANDQZZO  Senat or McCl ure?

SENATOR McCLURE: Present. Senator Bryant
is getting re-hooked up here, so she'll be on
in two seconds.

MR. RANDOZZO.  Senat or Bryant?

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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SENATOR BRYANT: "' m on. Pr esent.
VMR. RANDQOZZO. Senat or Bari ckman?
SENATOR BARI CKMAN: Pr esent.

MR. RANDQOZZO  Senator Murphy? Senat or

Mur phy?
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SENATOR MURPHY: |'msorry. | must have

been nmuted. Here.

MR, RANDOZZO. Senator Jones?

SENATOR JONES: Here.

MR, RANDOZZO. Senat or Hunter?

SENATOR HUNTER:  Here.

MR. RANDQZZO. Senat or Cunni nghanf

SENATOR CUNNI NGHAM  Her e.

MR, RANDOZZO. Senat or Castro?

SENATOR CASTRO.  Here.

MR. RANDOZZO. Senat or Bennett?
Vice-Chair Sins?

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Present.

MR. RANDOZZO  And Senator Aquino is
absent. W have a quorum sir.

VI CE-CHAI R SIMS:  Thank you.

There being a quorum present, the

following entities are seeking | eave to

phot ograph and vi deo today's proceedi ngs,

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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Bl ueroom Stream |Is there |eave? Leave being

granted. Senator Castro for a notion.

SENATOR CASTRO  Thank you, M. Chairman.

| nove that this hearing be
transcri bed by the court reporter so that the
Commttee can have a full transcript of this
heari ng.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you, Senator.
Senator Castro noves to allow a court reporter
to transcribe today's hearing. |s there
| eave? Leave being granted. The court
reporter will be allowed to transcribe today's
heari ng.

On Friday, the Congressional map
proposal was posted on the House and Senate
Redi stricting websites. Since the posting of
that map, the Redistricting Conmttee has
recei ved ni ne Congressional map proposals from
nmenbers of the public. Each of those maps
have been posted on the Senate Districting
Commttee's | LGA website. W've enuniled those
individuals and invited themto testify at
t hi s heari ng.

The Commttee has al so received a

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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nunber of enmil correspondences, which has

been posted on the Commttee's | LGA website
under the testinony tab.

Today's hearing wll focus on the
proposal s rel eased or submtted since the
Commttee began its hearing on Qctober 1st in
Des Plaines. The purpose of this hearing is
to hear testinony fromthe public regarding
what they want to see in the Congressional nmap
for the next decade.

We have the follow ng individuals who
have signed up to testify today: Trevor
Ant hony Anderson from Gak Lawn Community Hi gh
School representing hinself submtted three
maps for consideration; Andrew Ellison on
behal f of hinself submtted one map for
consi deration; Juan Cal deron on behalf of the
Puerto Rican Cultural Center; Celeste Flores
Mano a Mano Fam |y Resource Center; Janeth
Bar ba on behal f of self, C are Duggan on
behal f of Illinois 123G0 Anna Schi br owsky
representing self; Dale Fast representing
self; Arnie Bernstein representing hinself;

Chri st opher Kani sh representing hinself;

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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Abr aham Matt hew representing hinsel f; and
Madel ei ne Doubek on behal f of Change Illinois
Action Fund.
Qur first wtness will be M. Trevor

Ant hony Anderson on behalf of the Cak Lawn
Communi ty Hi gh School .

SENATOR BARI CKMAN: M. Chairman, could we
just have sone housekeeping matters, nmaybe
before we begin with the w tnesses?

VI CE-CHAIR SI MS:  What are those
housekeepi ng matters, Senator Barickman?

SENATOR BARI CKMAN: | raised ny hand. |
guess, first, M. Chairman, there was
di scussion at the prior hearing -- and | think
t he Speaker's office has confirnmed -- the
neetings that occurred between --

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Senator Barickman, why
don't we cone back to that after we have
testinony fromw t nesses?

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Well, here is the
guestion, though, M. Chairman, with all due
respect. |Is there a sponsor of the
| egi slation for which we plan to vote upon?

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Senator Barickman, why

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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don't we cone back to that and we can have

t hat di scussion of your questions after we
hear from wi t nesses?

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  But for the w tnesses'
questions, M. Chairman, | would like to
direct nmy questions to the sponsor of the bill
and I'mtrying to inquire whomthat person is
on this Commttee.

VI CE-CHAIR SI M5:  Senator Barickman, at
this noment, we don't even know what the
W thesses are going to testify to. How about
we hear fromthe w tnesses and we cone back to
your questions after we've heard from
W t nesses?

SENATOR BARI CKMAN: W11 we hear today
fromany w tnesses regardi ng the judicial
sub-circuits, M. Chairman?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, I'mtrying to
get to the wtnesses so that we can hear from
them | don't know what the wi tnesses are
going to testify to.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN: The reason | ask, in
t he House hearings, wi tnesses who tried to ask

gquestions regarding the judicial sub-circuits

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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were told that they could not nmake those

presentations. Does this hearing involve al so
the judicial sub-circuits?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator Barickman, as
you know, this is not the House. Can we get
to the witnesses and let's hear the questions
t hat they have.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Fai r enough,

M. Chairman. | look forward to that.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS: Thank you.

So our first witness is M. Trevor
Ant hony Anderson from QGak Lawn Community Hi gh
School. M. Anderson, you have the fl oor.
M. Anderson? Going once. W can certainly
come back to M. Anderson.

M. Andrew Ellison on behalf of self
who submitted one nmap for consideration.

M. Ellison, we'll start with you,

MR, ELLI SON: Good afternoon, everyone.
And | just want to clarify real quick, do |
have the opportunity to share ny screen or is
that restricted at this tine?

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS: Pl ease, go ahead.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

10/ 20/ 2021

Page 10
MR, ELLISON: Certainly. Excellent.

Just to clarify again, nmy nane is

Andrew Ellison. | amhere representing
myself. |'mnot on behal f of any

organi zation. |I'moriginally from Kokono,
| ndi ana.

Last night | drove three and a half
hours from Kokono, Indiana, it's the central
part of the state, all the way out here to
Springfield to give ny testinony on these nmaps
because |'m very passionate about the issue of
redistricting and what's happening in
I[1Tinois. | just want to make sure that |'m
havi ng ny concerns taken seriously. And so |
t hank you very much for having this Commttee
heari ng today.

Just as bit of background on nysel f,
being originally fromlndiana, | went to
I ndi ana University. | graduated with a degree
in political science in 2016.

In ternms of ny experience here in
II'linois, ny stakes here, in 2016 | |ived and
worked in the Peoria area for Tamy

Duckworth's 2016 Senate canpaign. |In 2017 and

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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2018, | was Congressnman Raja Krishnanoorthi's
finance assistant. | was an organi zer for Ann
Gllespie's Senate -- state Senate canpaign in

2018. And in 2019 | had the great pleasure of
serving in the state house as a |l egislative
assi stant for several representatives.

And so |'ve felt a great attachnent
tolllinois in ny tinme here. And | just want
to make sure that this process is going well,
to make sure that that work bears fruition.

And the final bit of ny background is
that this last nonth the Indiana Senate
Denocratic Caucus used ny non-partisan
Congressional map as their baseline counter
proposal map during testinony. And so |I've
had a bit of professional credibility on the
matter of redistricting issues at the
pr of essi onal | evel.

So in that context, | have attenpted
to submt ny preferred proposal for a
Congr essional map through the portal on the
redistricting website. | had difficulty
getting it submtted. There were technica

i ssues at the end that were conpletely

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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preventing ne fromsubmtting it. So |'ve

attenpted to email it to the enmail address for
the Senate Conmttee as well as to the House
Comm tt ee.

| had sone adjustnents that 1']

di scuss a bit, but nore or less it's very
simlar to the plan that | would like to see.

So if there is any ability to talk
wi th soneone technical on that end, that would
be appreci at ed.

But the thing I would just note about
that is that this hasn't just been a casua
activity for ne. |'ve spent hundreds of hours
over the | ast couple years kind of working on,
t hi nking over this map, perfecting it.

You know, there is over 10, 000
precincts, voting precincts in the state of
II'linois. And |I've been very deliberate about
every single precinct and where | put each one
of those on the map. | put deep thought into
my process on this. And so it's not just a
casual concern

| want to make sure that as Illinois

moves in this next decade, that the state is

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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very thoughtful about its process and how it

approaches these maps.

|'ve felt a great sense of hope in
the sense of where the Denocratic nmajority is
trying to push the nmaps as they nove forward.
And | al so have a great sense of concern in
terns of the feeling that the caucuses are
overextending a bit in terns of what they're
trying to achieve with the maps in terns of a
parti san sense or the breaking of comunities
of interest. And so | wanted to touch on that
today with the conparison to the proposal that
| want to nake.

And when |I'm approaching it, ny main
concern is stability, just making sure that
you have a stable map that, one, can reflect
the communities of interest in an effective
way but al so providing sone sort of stability
in the sense of what kind of representatives
are representing a |lot of these areas.

The Chio map that was proposed this
| ast decade, you could even argue was a very
stable map in the sense that they had 80 U S.

House el ecti ons over the decade with a very

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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consi stent record of not having a ton of

partisan turn in that sense.

So they originally had to split
Col unbus into three different districts to
maxi m ze Republican representation in those
area in a way that it fluctuated very heavily.
And in the | ast decade, they seated a seat to
the Denocratic party in the Col unbus area,
allowing themto shore up sone of the
Republican seats in that region.

And so in that sense | want to bring
my attention to the 3rd Congressional District
both as it exists today and in the sense of
how t he Comm ttee has proposed changi ng and
recreating the districting systemthat they
have there.

My deep concern with the 3rd District
is that | would call it the nost gerrymandered
Congressional district in the country; not
just for partisan intent but also for the
i ntention of what kind of person is being
elected in the primary electorate. It is not
a coherent community of interest. It is a

group of disparate communities that have been

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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mashed t oget her that have very disparate

concerns and needs between each ot her.

In the northern parts of the 3rd
District, you have a | ot of working-class
Latino communities. 1In the very northeast
corner, in Bridgeport and Arnour Square, you
have a very strong Asian popul ati on presence.
And in sone of these areas, you al so have nany
white ethnic enclaves, whether it is Italian
or Irish or Polish communities. And then
whi te wor ki ng-class communities to the south.
And then sone weal thier nore coll ege-educat ed
suburbs li ke the LaGrange area and Wstern
Springs in the northwest corner.

They' re communities that have very
little in conmmon with each other, but they
were drawn in a way to enphasize the el ection
of Denocratic candidates |ike the Lipinskis,
Bill Lipinski before and Dan Lipinski in
recent years, who pronote nore culturally
conservative values that aren't necessarily
reflective of a lot of areas that have been
i ncluded in those areas; specifically because

t hey depend on | ow turnout and |ow citizenship

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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rates frommnority communities to enphasize

the voting power of these nore conservative
white voters in the primaries.

Wth that understanding, in the way
that they districts have had to flail out in
Chi cagol and trying to preserve all these
seats, | feel it in ny heart that it needs to
be proposed as a novel proposal, a nodest
proposal you m ght say that the 3rd D strict
as it exists as a haven and a noney pit for
noney interest to have the 3rd District be
elimnated as it exists and have these
wor ki ng-cl ass communities conbined with the
near by existing Voting Ri ght Act conpl ai nt
districts, to make sure that their needs are
being nmet wel|.

It is not lost on ne that the
existing Voting Rights Act districts are
having to see a nmassive anount of change under
t he existing proposals.

|'"mgoing to share ny screen here so
that you can all kind of |ook at the schene
here. As we have it here, this is the

proposal that -- for comunities put forward

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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this last Friday, including the overlay of the

existing districts on top so that we can get a
sense of exactly where they are.

The lines are how the districts are
as they are now. The colors are how they
woul d change.

I[t's not lost on me that nost of the
districts to the north and the west part of
Chi cagol and have seen very little change in
terns of popul ation or any other concerns.
Brad Schneider's 10th District, Jan
Schakowsky's 9th District, Mke Quigley's 5th,
Raj a Krishnanoorthi's 8th, Sean Casten's 6th,
Chuy Garcia's 4th, these districts saw very
little change in terns of what they needed.

But the four black nenbers of the
II1'linois del egati on al so saw significant
changes to their districts to make room for
the 3rd. Bobby Rush, in particular, was very
vocal in his opposition to the map in recent
days. His district is being forced to draw
all the way out to take in a bunch of rura
areas that have, frankly, nothing to do or

nothing in comon with the communities of his

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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district. Robin Kelly's district even nore so

being drawn all the way to the Peru-OQtawa
area; areas that functionally have nothing in
common with the area around Jackson Park or
any of the Chicago southland area.

And so it's not lost on ne that the
bl ack representatives of our delegation are
having to pay a certain price to nmake room for
representatives who are conming from you know,
the white suburbs fromLaG ange or Wstern
Springs. And, frankly, if | was a nenber of
the 1 LBC or one of these black nenbers,
woul d be very upset with this map, as | know
t hat Bobby Rush and ot hers are.

So the nessage that that sends is not
lost on ne. So in that sense | feel like
because of the problens that have been coni ng
out of the 3rd District in ternms of fan
representations presenting and the kind of
sacrifices it would have to nmake to nmake room
for that when these other districts are not
having to do that, | propose that the 3rd
District be elimnated to nake room for these

ot her seats.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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So in that spirit, |I have proposed

this map that | have submtted to the
Commttee for your consideration. | just
wanted to note | tried to submt this through
the web portal to the House and the Senate, as
| noted earlier. There was problens where
wasn't able to, but | have sent it through
emai | for your consideration.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: M. Ellison, we have
recei ved your proposal and it is posted on our
website, so you don't have to worry about that
for the Senate. W do have the proposal
post ed.

MR ELLI SON:  Wonderful. Thank you.

Il will note that there were sone
slight changes in a couple precincts | was
trying to change that are different between
this map and what's on there. But the general
spirit of it is very simlar, so | do
appreciate that. Thank you.

In that spirit, this nmap proposal
that |'ve created | feel better reflects the
communities of interest that we would find in

t he Chi cagol and area trying to achi eve bal ance

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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and better trying to achieve the goals the

Committee is trying to achieve in this region.

The 1st District that Congressnman
Rush represents would now be entirely wthin
Cook County. It would take in the sout hwest
suburbs along with what he's representing
ri ght now.

The 2nd District that Robin Kelly
represents woul d not have to be stretching out
into rural Kankakee County or even out to the
Peru-Otawa area. It would remain uniting the
Chi cago sout hl and ar eas.

One ot her concern that | have
regardi ng the other nenber of the del egation,
Danny Davis, | amvery worried that the map
t hat has been proposed for himm ght not be
Voting Rights Act conpliant, just in the sense
that, as has been proposed -- I'll even pul
it up here for you to ook at -- the 7th
District right now, it's only comng out to
about 42.9 percent black in terns of
vot i ng- age popul ation in 2020.

When you neasure it by citizen

voti ng-age popul ation 2019 or the

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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voting-eligible population as an esti mate,
it's only comng out to about 49 percent
bl ack. Whereas under ny proposal, I'mable to

boost it up to about 45.1 percent black for
t he census voting-age population. And on the
estimate of the citizen voting-age popul ati on,
it conmes out to about 51 percent bl ack.

The reason for this is that currently
t he Asian popul ation in Arnour Square and
Bridgeport is currently split apart into
several districts. |'ve unified those into
the 7th District along with several Latino
nei ghbor hoods on the sout hwest si de.

And by doing that, because they're
| ower citizenship rates in those communities,
you are able to artificially inflate the
el ectorate to make it so that the district
beconmes majority black, for all intents and
pur poses, and conpliant with the Voting Ri ghts
Act .

So at a m nimum you know, to avoid
any kind of lawsuit, | would try to be very
m ndful of that in trying to boost the black

representation in that district as well.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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Beyond that, | think it's just very

evident that as we're going into the next

el ection, trying to overextend yourself in a
very partisan way, trying to maxim ze the
nunber of seats that have been proposed in the
map, whether it's, you know, 14 Denocrats and
3 Republicans or even 15 Denocrats and 2
Republ i can, as anot her plan was put out on
Sundays, | feel, you know, going into a -- by
the mdtermwould be playing with fire to say
t he | east.

Sonme of these districts, especially
the 3rd District, as its proposed, in ny m nd
as a Denocratic operative, it is not
sustainable in the | ong run.

A ot of sacrifices are being nade by
bl ack nmenbers of the delegation to make room
for a district that nmay not even be
sustainable in the long run. So | think
that's sonething to be very m ndful of.

The reason that | think those
districts are being proposed in that way by
consultants, whether they're in DC or Illinois

or wherever, is not out of a concern of

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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maxi m zi ng Denocratic interests. |'msure

t hey want nore Denocrats to be represented.

But | don't think that at the end of the day
their primary notivation is whether a district
is red or blue. What they're nost concerned
about is the green, whether they' re getting
pai d significant anmounts of noney for nultiple
conpetitive districts in a very expensive

Chi cagol and nedi a mar ket .

If there are four |ight blue seats,
they are nmaybe, in theory, just out of reach
for Republicans but just enough to incentivize
a lot of noney to cone in. The interests are
not there for representation or what the
peopl e of the district need. The consultants
are pushing that because they want districts
that are going to force canpaigns to spend a
| ot of noney there. And it is going to be an
invitation that way.

Because in all likelihood, there are
only going to be 20 to 25 Congressi onal
districts in the entire country that are going
to be conpetitive next year because of both

gerrymandering and regi onal polarization
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t hroughout the entire country.

And that is coupled with the national
canpai gn arns, the DCCC and NRCC, raising
record suns of nobney. W' ve never been in an
era where we've raised this nmuch canpai gn cash
with so few conpetitive Congressiona
districts. It wll be an open invitation for
dark noney interest to cone into the state and
flood the state with negative noney.

They' Il tell you otherw se. But
that's going to have a negative inpact on the
state, not just at the Congressional |evel.

It will bleed down to |egislative races. You
know, it will be a Pandora's box that will not
be sonething that can easily be contai ned no
matter what anyone i s prom sing.

The Fair Tax Anmendnent | ast year was
not a fluke. The Justice Kilbride retention
| ast year was not a fluke. There is voter
outrage out there that's not dissipated.

And if this dark noney is comng into
t he state and aggravati ng people, nmaking them
upset, it's going to spiral out of control.

If you think -- if you think those are fl ukes,
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|'"ve got a big netal bean in the loop I'd |ike

to sell you

' m hopeful that the Conmttee wll
at | east consider ny proposal and ny thoughts
today and be mndful that a bird in the hand
is worth two in the bush, in that being
m ndf ul about the needs for conmunities of
interest, making sure that the districts ae
representative of the communities as they
deserve themto be is healthy and better for
the state in the long run and creating a
stable political environnment that wll favor
the people of Illinois in the Iong run.

So with that, | thank you very nuch
for your tinme and consideration today. And
t hank you for holding this neeting.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Thank you so much,
M. Ellison.

Questions from nenbers of the
Conmttee? Senator Castro.

SENATOR CASTRO  Thank you, M. Chairman.
And first off, thank you, M. Ellison, for
actually driving out here to testify today.

So thank you very nuch.
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MR ELLISON: Certainly.

SENATOR CASTRO A coupl e guesti ons.
II'linois | ost population and | ost a seat,
obviously. But the Latino community grew and
i's now about 18.2 percent of the popul ation.

My question is, do you support two
Latino or Latino-influenced districts?

MR ELLISON. On the nmerits | support it.

In ternms of practicality, | would argue that
it is -- at least as it has been proposed by
outside groups, | don't believe it's

necessarily workable in the sense that if we

had 20 districts or 22 -- | don't know the
exact nunber -- but if we had nore
Congressional districts, | would absolutely be
in favor of that because | do feel |ike

I1linois is deserving a nore Latino
representati on.

The issue is that when you account
for it -- sol'll go ahead and pull ny map up
again so you can look at it, just as an
exanple. So if | can find it here, sorry.

The basic gist of what | was going to

get at here is the 4th District, as |'ve got
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it, as it exists right now, the total

popul ati on conmes out to about 71 percent
Latino. When you go by census and voti ng-age
popul ation, it conmes down, as | note here, to
about 67.5 percent Latino.

When you start accounting for the
voting-eligible population, the citizen
voti ng-age popul ati on based on 2019 esti mates,
it starts com ng down to about 58 percent
Latino. And then when we account for drops in
turnout in a lot of these areas, you start
getting into a little shakier turf where it's
still majority Latino by the electorate, but
it starts getting very shaky very qui ck.

And so in theory, you could split the
earmuffs in a way that |I'm not necessarily
sure woul d be very conplaint. But ny point is
that if you break that northern earnuff off

and try to put it in other areas, under a

17-district schene, in all likelihood, it
woul d still end up as a plurality white
el ectorate and you'll probably end up with

maybe a white representative who m ght be

anenabl e to the concerns of the Latino
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communi ty, but not necessarily any nore than

what they m ght get with any other nenber.

VWhat | will say is that | believe
my 11th District, | feel, actually offers a
good opportunity for a Latino seat, even
though it is not in any way in an attenpt to
be VRA conpliant or anything |ike that. M
11th District conmes out to about 22 percent
Latino and it is the home of Aurora and West
Chi cago.

| know that there are many prom nent
Latino political figures out in that region.
There are many promnent Latino figures in
Aurora. | know Senator Karina Villa lives out
in that area.

And so while Bill Foster may
represent that area now and he nmay run there
or he may do sonething else in his career --
don't know, | don't try to specul ate on any of
that. But sonetine in the distant future, you
know, | feel like my 11th District could be a
good opportunity district for a Latino
representative of a certain sort.

And that nakes sense to ne just in
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the sense that Kane County is the nost Latino

county in the state. So logically that region
woul d make a good hub for a second Latino
opportunity district.

And so while | think -- while I think
an effort to create, like, a second majority
or plurality Latino seat is not feasible under
a 17-district system | think that sone seats
like my 11th or even ny 5th could provi de good
opportunities for Latino representation in the
future.

SENATOR CASTRO So a followup to that,
have you attenpted in your iteration here,
attenpted to draw either straight Latino or a
Latino-influenced district? Have you
attenpted that? | know you nenti oned
sonet hi ng about the 3rd Congressional and
it's, you know, having the high second-hi ghest
Lati no popul ation of all the Congressional
districts. Have you attenpted that?

MR ELLISON. Yes. | know that one of ny
friends, Frank Cal abrese has made efforts. |
know that he testified |ast week on kind of an

i dea that he has nocked up.
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| think in -- in theory -- although

will say one error with that analysis is that
oftentinmes it's using total popul ation, which
Is not the standard that you want to use when
you' re neasuring for Voting Rights Act
conpliance just in the sense that children and
noncitizens can't vote.

And so their inpact in ternms of who
they're actually electing, even though they're
represented by sonmeone, they're not able to
have an inpact on process in terns of having a
candi date of Latino voters' choice.

So | have | ooked at different
schenes. | have attenpted it. |In actuality,
when you're creating a district |like that
where you're taking kind of the northern
earmuff and you're either trying to stretch
out it to Elgin or doing sonething where maybe
you' re stretching the southern earnuff out to
Aurora or sonething |like that, you end up with
districts where maybe it's comng in at |ike
the 30s or sonething |ike that when you start
getting into the voting-age popul ati on or,

certainly, by census voting-age popul ation so
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-- or the citizen voting-age popul ati on.

So, again, in theory, you m ght be
able to get sonething -- well, you get a
significant mnority. But in ternms of, again,
under a 17-district schene, it's basically
i npossible to make it work that way. If we

had nore districts in the state, if we hadn't

been popul ated as nmuch, | would absolutely
want to see that because | feel -- I'ma
massi ve proponent of, |ike, maxim zing

mnority representation. Mnorities have been
very underrepresented in our political process
for our entire history. And | think we're
maki ng big gains in that. You are a testanent
to that, | shoul d say.

But it's difficult under the schene
that we've been able to provide under the
rules that we have to work it, it's difficult
to create a majority or even plurality Latino
second seat at this tinme.

SENATOR CASTRGO  One ot her question, you
mentioned Elgin. Is Elginin your 8th or in
your 11t h?

MR ELLISON. Elginis inny --
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SENATOR CASTRO It's kind of hard to see.

MR, ELLISON: Yeah, Elginis primarily in
my 8th District here. | mght have, |iKke,
little fringes just because | had -- all of ny
di stricts popul ati on-wi se are exactly equal
down to the person, plus or m nus one person.
So | mght have taken a little fringe here and
there. But, like, for all intents and
purposes, Elginis in the 8th District.

SENATOR CASTRG  Thank you.

MR ELLISON. Certainly, thank you.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Thank you, Senator
Castro.

A bit of housekeeping, we have a
request from Andrew Canpbell from WEEM to
vi deot ape today's proceedi ngs and from Lee
M I ner to photograph today's proceedi ngs.

| see a hand from Senat or Bryant.
Senat or Bryant.

SENATOR BRYANT: | didn't expect to get
recogni zed that quickly.

M. Ellison, |ooking at your
districts for 17 and 13, on those two

districts, do you believe that the citizens in

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

10/ 20/ 2021

Page 33
t hose communities woul d be adequately

represented considering it looks |ike there
may be 300 mles or nore fromthe north to the
south in the 17th?

And then also |I'mcurious to know
what the netro east has in commopn at the | ower
western part of 13 with the central part of
13, which tends to be very rural. So |I'm--
| ooking at 17 and 13 and not under st andi ng
your rationale.

MR, ELLISON: Certainly, yes. | like to
think that 1'ma very transparent person. |
try to be upfront with people.

So | would say, like, these are,
obvi ously, not conpact districts. Like anyone
with two working eyes would say that. They
are very -- geographically these are very
di sparate areas that are being drawn together.

However, | would say that there are
very distinct comunities of interest that are
bei ng drawn together. These two particul ar
districts, especially the 17th, along with the
13th as well, are primarily urban and suburban

districts. There are nomnally rural parts
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within themthat are fairly sparsely

popul at ed.

But in terns of the concerns of these
communities, | wouldn't say that there are
good communities of interest between them M
13th District, for exanple, is over 20 percent
bl ack. There are significant black
popul ations in all of the major cities that |
connected to the 13th in Chanpai gn- U bana,
Decatur, Springfield, and throughout the netro
east .

There are significant black
popul ati ons who ot herw se, because of being
very fractured throughout central and southern
II'linois, there is a very distinct chance that
t he concerns of the conmmunities, who have been
consi stently underserved throughout state
history in a |ot of these areas, by uniting
themtogether, it strengthens, it pulls and
strengthens their voting power within the
district and creates a situation where they
are better poised to achieve the -- to achieve
the ends and the needs that they need to see

met in their comunities that they m ght not
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ot herw se been getting over tine.

SENATOR BRYANT: You could be uniting them
by race. But you can look at 17 and clearly
you're not uniting them as you said, in using
a conpact situation.

So you could have soneone 3- to
400 mles away in a community that nmay or nay
not have transportation -- and | get it, the
el ected should be reaching out to their
constituency. But you still have to be able
for the individual constituents to also reach
out to their representative.

So separating themthat nuch, clearly
it sounds to nme like you are -- you are
| ooking to unite by nunbers on a chart whet her
certain popul ations are represented, but you
clearly do not care -- I'msorry, | don't nean
to phrase it that way. You clearly did not --
| don't nean it enotional.

MR. ELLISON: You're fine.

SENATOR BRYANT: You clearly were not
| ooki ng to make sure that geographically that
t hey have access to their representative.

MR ELLI SON: Absolutely. And | think
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that's a valid concern. | would say that the

17th District as we have it now, for exanple,
whi ch is represented by Congressworman Cheri
Bustos, it constitutes effectively all the
areas that we have in the 17th District right
now with the exception of the

Bl oom ngt on- Nor mal netro.

To all that |'ve understood,
Congressworman Cheri Bustos has been a very
accessi bl e congresswoman.

['"I'l note for exanple that when | was
working in the Peoria area for several nonths
in the 2016 canpai gn for Congresswoman
Duckworth at the tinme, now Senator, Cheri
Bustos canme to our canpaign office at | east
three or four different tines throughout that
canpaign cycle. And | was only there for a
couple nmonths. And | know that she was
visiting the others.

But that is not just the camnpaign
season that she is around. Wenever she's in
the district, | know, having had friends who
work in the office, when she's in the

district, she's wanting to visit every single
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time. And even though she specifically wl

not be there anynore, | have great confidence
at least that this district, again, wll have
a representative who is very present

t hroughout the district and visiting a | ot of
t he urban and suburban areas of this district.

Once again, the 17th is not an
i nherently rural district. It's uniting the
urban and suburban cores that scatter
t hr oughout the northwestern and centra
I1linois and the specific needs that they
have.

Whereas the rural communities, rura
and white, working-class, small, urban pockets
in the 14th and 16th District have very
di sparate needs from what people in the
communities in the 17th District m ght have.

So in terns of conpactness,
absolutely, I will say that |"'mguilty as
charged. This is not a conpact district.

But in terns of drawing communities
together that are going to have fairly simlar
needs and concerns that they're wanting to

bring to their nenber of Congress, | would say
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that the 17th District functions as an

effective community of interest.

SENATOR BRYANT: Except for the rura
communities of the 17th District who | ook, to
nme, by this map, to have been totally left out
of the conversation. But I'll let you answer
that. And then that's all the questions |
have.

MR, ELLISON. Certainly. And one of the
main things that | try to hamrer hone to
peopl e when di scussing the issue of
redistricting is that it's inpossible to nmake
everyone happy. There are always going to be
sone people who don't necessarily have all of
their wants or needs net. There are w nners
and |l osers to this process inherently.

And in ny mnd the goal is to nmake as
many people in a utilitarian way, nake as nmany
peopl e w nners as possi bl e.

That's not to say that | think the
rural people in this -- the rural residents of
this district are losers. | think that the
representative is going to have to pay

attention to these rural voters, just as nuch
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as they have to pay attention to the urban

vot ers.

I know t hat Congresswoman Cher
Bust os took that very seriously. And it
showed in the election results that she would
overperformrelative to other candi dates on
t he ball ot.

As it exists today, you know, it is a
district that voted for Donald Trunp by 2
poi nts, but she reelected by 4 because she a
very strong presence in these rural areas.

And | feel confident, you know, even
if the district is becomng nore inherently
urban or suburban, there is still a
significant rural presence in this district.
And | don't think that any representative who
is worth their salt would ever be | eaving
t hese rural areas behind, so to speak.

So even if they're not necessarily a
perfect fit, I'mnot necessarily concerned
about their needs not be net, if that makes
sense.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator Bryant, is that

your |ast question or is your hand still up?
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SENATOR BRYANT: [|I'msorry. No, that's

the | ast one. Thank you.
VI CE-CHAIR SI M5:  Thank you.

Senat or Pl umrer.

SENATOR PLUMVER: Sure. Thank you,
Chai rman Si ns.

M. Ellison, thank you for appearing.
| know at the beginning you kind of wal ked
t hough your background a little bit and | know
you drove a |ong way.

But so | understood, you are
presently a resident of where?

MR ELLI SON: Kokono, | ndi ana.
SENATOR PLUMVER: Kokono, Indiana. Ckay.
Great. N ce comunity.

So out of the sake of tine, | know we
want to be a little careful here. But how
woul d you say your current proposal benefits
the citizens of Illinois in general?

MR ELLISON: Yes, | would say that ny
Chi cagol and district for one, | think, better
reflects some of the comunities of interest
t hr oughout the region.

You know, Lake County being fully
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united in one district instead of being split

two or three different ways. The 8th D strict
havi ng the six northwest township of Cook
County. My 6th District is the six

east ern-nost townshi ps of DuPage County, al ong
with the northeastern parts of Wayne townshi p.
You know, the 11th being Kane and western
DuPage. The 3rd is Kendall and northern WII.

And so each of these conmunities |
feel are much nore coherent communities of
interest in that would better neet the needs
of the people in these areas. And | even feel
t hat way about the 13th and 17th, as | was
just elaborating with Senator Bryant in terns
of neeting that need.

So as a whole, | feel |Iike ny map
better represents what the communities of
interest in the state ook like in terns of
what they need and having their voices heard
in the process.

SENATOR PLUMVER: | think during testinony
earlier | heard you say that there m ght only
be 20 to 25 conpetitive Congressiona

districts nationally.
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Do you view this as a good thing, a

bad thing? Is this an issue in your m nd?
MR ELLISON. | would say it is an issue.
SENATOR PLUMVER: | n what way?
MR, ELLISON: Yes, | think at a national
|l evel -- at a certain point, this is difficult
to control just because our country is
becom ng so hyperpol arized in a regional
| evel, like, you know, urban and increasingly
subur ban areas are becom ng extrenely
Denocratic, nore rural areas are becom ng
extrenmely Republican. And this is not just an
American thing. This is becom ng a gl obal
i ssue along with, you know, education
pol ari zation, for exanple. VLike this isn't
just an Illinois issue.

Li ke, globally around the world, if
you're coll ege educated, you're tending to
trend nore Denocratic. |If you don't have a
col |l ege education, you're tending to trend
nor e Republ i can

So | think a lot of that is feeding
into the polarization at the national level in

a way that individual parties can't
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necessarily control.

But even conpoundi ng beyond that, we
have an issue where a lot of states are
redistricting their maps throughout the
country and engaging in a sort of Cold War,
you know, |like a bit of an arns race,
ratcheting up the tensions between each ot her,
and making it so that limting the nunber of
opportunities in conpetitive districts of the
country.

So, for exanple, being fromlndiana,
| spoke and testified at sonme of the
redistricting hearings we had there. At one
point | had to drive two and a half hours down
to Col unbus to make ny voice heard on a -- ny
feeling being from Kokono, |ndiana, part of
north central and east central |ndiana, that
area has not had a nenber of Congress el ected
to it in over 20 years since David Ml ntosh
tried to run for governor in 2000 and it
shows.

Qur region is very industrial. It's
been depopul ating for 40 years. And we've not

had a chanpion in Congress. W' re always

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

10/ 20/ 2021

Page 44
getting drawn in with suburban areas of the

| ndi anapolis netro. And sure enough, with the
district that they've passed this tineg,

I nstead of nmking a nore conpact suburban
conpetitive district, as | had as ny proposa
that the Indiana Senate Denocrats used, they
opted to put Kokonmo in with Ham Iton County,
areas that basically have nothing in conmon

wi th each other.

And so when you have that arns race
where Indiana is doing this thing and maybe
Oregon or Texas or Illinois are doing all
these different things, at a national |evel, |
feel like it is problematic. And it's -- it
does create that arns race and incentive to
behave in that way.

SENATOR PLUMVER: So how does your
proposal provide nore conpetition and nore
choice for voters?

MR. ELLISON: Yes. So | would note that
my 2018 Attorney Ceneral race -- 1've got it
on the right |edger there. Miltiple districts
of mine in this case, you know, in a Biden

mdterm you know, historically the party out
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of power tends to do better in mdterns when

they're out of power. That's not an assured
thing. But if we're just making assunptions,
at |least to sone degree we can suspect that.

And, you know, if you' ve got a
situation where Kwane Raoul maybe wasn't doing
so well, maybe sone of these districts in
theory, like nmy 17th or ny 6th or ny 11th
coul d be nore conpetitive in sone of those
scenari os.

| don't necessarily assune that again
because we have no i dea what the environnent
Is going to look like. But | don't think it's
necessarily sonething that should be ruled
out .

SENATOR PLUMVER: So | guess ny question
woul d be, you know, we don't have to dive into
the details, | think you kind of -- ny
guestion was going to be how many conpetitive
districts do you think there are. | think you
ki nd of answered that. |f you want to go a
little deeper, you're wel cone to.

But I'ma little -- I"'ma little

curious that there is a concern about the
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nati onal environnent where there is not a | ot

of conpetitive districts and then | look at a
map like this and | heard you say in Indiana
you tried to draw nore conpetitive and nore
conpact districts for the Senate Denocrats, |
believe you said. And | look at this and
these districts don't | ook super conpact and
they don't | ook super conpetitive to ne.

So it kind of seens |like, you know,
again -- and | know you said in your opening
statenent, | think you described your
occupation or sonething as a Denocr at
operative. |'mjust concerned here that this
map doesn't resolve those tensions that you
said are building up nationally. It doesn't
resol ve sonme of those issues that | think
| eads to a polarization of our politics, our
policies, and our popul ati on where
gerrymandering creates a |l ess conpetitive
pl ayground for the citizens to engage in their
civic duty.

And if you could walk nme through this
map and how this is designed to create

conpetition, how this is designed to engage
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the voters nore, and how this is maybe

designed to diffuse those tensions, instead of

maybe being so partisan, | would | ove to hear
t hat .

But other than that, | think that
woul d be nmy | ast question. | sure do

appreci ate the obvious anount of tinme you put
into this and traveling over here.
MR, ELLISON. Certainly, thank you.
| appreciate this question to help
clarify this. And | want to respect the

Committee's tine to go too nuch | onger.

But, basically, | don't necessarily
see ny views on Indiana and Illinois as
i ncongruous. In the case of Indiana, |I'm not

necessarily just drawing the district to be --
the 5th District, as | viewit, to be
conpetitive. The way | drew it was | take
northern | ndi anapolis, nost of Ham |ton
County, northwest Boone -- or Boone County to
t he northwest and then Hendricks to the west,
creating, just in a general sense, a district
that is highly concentrated with wealthier,

col | ege-educated, white residents in the netro
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area. They are their own --

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: M. Ellison, if | could,
coul d you confine your discussion to the
I1linois recommendati ons? | appreciate the
di scussions of Indiana. But could you confine
themto the Illinois proposal?

MR ELLISON. Yes. M general point with
that is my concern first and forenost in that
instance is wth creating a community of
i nterest rather than necessarily an interest
in partisan concern.

So with that in mnd, when we're
| ooking at the Illinois map, it's basically
i npossible for ny 6th District, for exanple,
to be nore conpact than I've drawn it right
now. It is a very sensible conmmunity of
i nterest, much nore so than either the
existing 6th District as it exists or, you
know, the proposal that's been put forward.
The western suburbs and the nort hwest
suburbs in particular, as |I've noted with
educati onal polarization that's occurring,
these areas are filled with a | ot of

col | ege-educated, white residents who have
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been trendi ng Denocratic. You would have to

go out of your way to draw a district that is
nore anenabl e to Republicans just because of
the trends we're seeing in those areas.

And so ny prinmary concern i s making
sure that the communities of interest are
better represented in these areas and ki nd of
letting the partisanships fall where they may.

VI CE-CHAIR SI M5:  Senator Plunmer, was
t hat your | ast question?

SENATOR PLUMVMER: That was. Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs: Ckay. Thank you so
much.

M. Ellison, thank you. It does | ook
i ke you spent a considerabl e anount of tine
with this proposal and to be -- and to
partici pate here today. So we appreciate your
time and effort.

| guess | do have one question. As
you' ve tal ked the shifting districts, there
has al so been shifting population. So wth
the | oss of the one district, the proposal has
to take that into considerati on and maki ng

sure that you're keeping those communities of
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I nterest together.

And buil ding on a couple of the
guestions that Senator Castro asked in terns
of making sure that you are keeping the
conmunities of interest together and
adequately recogni zed them | think that's
really the tone of all of the questions that
|'ve heard today fromall of the participants
who asked questions, I'"mjust trying to
understand the proposal as -- and how it
maxi m zes those areas that you' ve outlined.

But | appreciate that. | think
you' ve answered a nunber of those questions
already, so | appreciate that. But that is an
area that | spent sone tinme |looking at this
proposal and a little nore depth, | think that
woul d -- those are sone of the things | know
"' m | ooking at.

MR, ELLI SON: Yeah. | appreciate that
guestion. The one thing | guess | would
enphasi ze that | didn't even enphasi ze at the
House hearing is that, you know, when a state
| oses a Congressional seat, nore often than

not, the chunk of the population has to cone
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fromwhere nost of the people live. So even

t hough the heavi est deep population is com ng
from you know, quote/unguote, downstate
out si de of the Chicagol and area, Chicagol and
still has two-thirds of the Congressional
districts. And so Chicagoland is still going
to bear the brunt in terns of what popul ation
gets cut or which districts get cut, where the
popul ati on gets noved around.

And so with that in mnd, ny feeling
is that if we're trying to create the
districts in a sensible way that nmakes sense
for the comunities that want to be
represented by themin terns of the
representatives who are trying to run for
them the elimnation of the 3rd District as
it currently exists, has existed for sone tine
in the hodgepodge of communities that is drawn
together, it nakes sense in ny mnd to split
t hose di sparate comunities up with disparate
needs into the districts that are nost
representative for them putting the Latino
voters in the northern part of the 3rd

District in with the 4th District that's
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majority Latino because Congressnman Garcia or

sonmeone el se will have a better sense for
them putting Asian voters in the Arnour
Square and Bridgeport area in the 7th to nake
sure it's very conpliant, et cetera.

So in ny mnd to nmake everything
bal ance and sit just right, elimnating that
3rd District as it exists nmakes the nost sense
tonme in terns of getting everything to fit
just right at the statewide level. | think
you' re nuted there.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Thank you, M. Ellison.
| appreciate that explanation and the
proposal. This was very hel pful.

MR, ELLI SON: Thank you very much for the
opportunity. | appreciate it.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Absol utely.

Next we're going to nove on to
M. Juan Cal deron. M. Calderon, you have the
floor, sir.

MR. CALDERON: Thank you, Senator and
Leader.

Good evening, Senators. M nane is

Juan Calderon. | identify as Puerto Rican
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Mexi can, later in the census track as

African- Anerican; born and raised in Chicago's
west side Hunboldt Park. I'mcurrently a
nmenber of the Conm ssion to end poverty. And
| have -- ny full-tine job is the chief
operating officer at the Puerto Rican Cul tural
Center.

"' m here today speaki ng on behal f of
our Latino/Latina neighbors across the
nort hwest side of Chicago and the suburbs.

The Illinois General Assenbly
unveil ed the draft of a Congressional map that
does not provide racial equity for
redistricting in Chicago' s northwest side, and
specifically the northwest side suburbs.

| stand here today advocating for you
guys to consider to redraw the map to incl ude
an additional Latino majority Congressional
district. Latinos have a significant
popul ati on growth and we need to anplify our
voi ces in Congress.

W need an additional voice in
Congress that will prioritize a Latino

col l ective agenda, both the Puerto Rico
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Self-Determ nation Act currently in Congress

and the Inmgration Reform Act.

Qur policy teamhere at the Puerto
Rican Cultural Center is currently |leading the
Sel f-Determ nation Act that |'ve nentioned,
H R 2070 that Congressnen Nydi a Vel azquez and
Al exandria Ccasio-Cortez introduced. This
current legislation calls for a status
convention to allow the people of Puerto Rico
to determne its status of independence or
state order to nmake a choi ce.

Way am | touching on this piece of
| egi sl ati on of Congress? Because today we
have nenbers in Congress that are not
listening to the Puerto Rican comrunity, to
the Latino constituents because of the | ack of
conmon i nterest and/or small percentage as
illustrated by the previous speaker of Latino
popul ati ons that are being segregated into
small pots in every district on the northwest
side and the suburbs. Furthernore, they have
no interest in becomng a voice for our
peopl e.

Gentrification displacenent, |ack of
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weal th, and growi ng taxes are the drivers of

the Latino population in Chicago's northwest
side that is dispersing to the suburbs.

Leaders of this great state, we nust
continue to see a long-terminpact that the
COVI D pandenmic is going to have in our
comunities, specifically the Latino
comunity. And we need to nake sure to have
an addi tional voice, an advocacy voice
al ongsi de our Congressional Congressman Jesus
"Chuy" Garcia for the next generation of
Latino Il1linoisans.

W need to have a Latino district in
Chi cago's northwest side that will charge to
address the common interests of our
popul ati on.

As | close ny brief remarks, | say
II'linois is ready for an additional Latino
voi ce and an advocate in Congress. |Illinois
needs to conpletely overhaul the northwest
side current mappi ng recomendations to
i ncorporate a new district, hopefully a new
Lati no-influenced district in the 11th

District that can start fromthe 11th D strict
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and take fromthe 8h District, the 5th, and

the 6th District to create a Latino-influenced
district that will add and anplify our voice
as we are leading our efforts and pushi ng our
agenda forward in Congress.
And | | eave you with that and thank
you for taking the tine to listen to ne.
VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Thank you, M. Cal deron.
Senator Bryant, | see your hand
rai sed.
SENATOR BRYANT: Yes. | have a question
nore out of curiosity than anything.
M. Calderon, | think you were here in the
Committee roomjust few m nutes ago, but |
noticed that you are now sonepl ace else in
what | ooks |like the Capitol. The previous
Wi tness was here to testify in the House
Committee, it |looked like, fromhis testinony,
he was al so here.
Is there any reason why you didn't
stay in the Commttee roonf
MR. CALDERON:. Well, the only reason is
that | got there at 2 o' clock and an hour half

passed by and | had anot her prior engagenent,
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prior neeting beforehand. | didn't know if it
was goi ng to del ay.

SENATOR BRYANT: Ckay. That's all | have.

Thank you.

VI CE-CHAI R SIMS:  Thank you.

Senator, other questions? Menbers?

Seei ng none, thank you, M. Cal deron,
for your testinony here and your advocacy on
this issue.

Next | have Celeste Flores seeking to
testify. M. Flores.

M5. FLORES: Good afternoon, Celeste
Flores. |I'mhere with Mano a Mano Fam |y
Resource Center

| wasn't planning on testifying, but
| was listening to the House hearing and, you
know, heard fell ow community nenbers
advocating for maps. And, you know, the
current map that's proposed at |east for the
district -- one of the districts that Mano a
Mano serves is the 10th Congressi ona
District. And we see the Round Lake areas and
Waukegan being put together. And that's what

we are hoping for. That's what we're hearing
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fromthe comunity.

So | have seen sonme map proposals
that woul d put those comunities in different
Congressional seats. So |I'mjust asking this
Committee to stay on track with what they've
al ready -- what they've already proposed.

And | just want to thank this
Committee for putting out the maps and gi ving
the community time to | ook at them and be able
to testify and be part of this process. Thank
you all for your tinme and safe travels back
home. And good | uck being back in session
next week.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: M. Flores, thank you.
Again, | appreciate that. W appreciate your
desire to testify here today. You have been
an active participant in this process, and we
appreciate you continuing to do that. Thank

you so nuch

Next, | have Janeth Barba.
M5. BARBA: M nane is Janeth Barba. | am
here to represent nyself. And I'Il tell you a

little bit about nyself and kind of what |I'm

hopi ng you guys will be able to acconpli sh.
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| was born and raised in Aurora,

II'linois. |1've worked in Aurora and actually
currently work in Aurora. So |I have spent a
ot of tinme in that area.

| am the daughter of inmm grant
parents. My nomis now a citizen, first
generation. And | grew up in a Latino
househol d, bilingual, speaking Spanish. |
went on from-- to graduate fromlllinois
State University with nmy bachelor's in social
work and nmy master's in social work. And now
|"ma licensed clinical social worker. And I
work for an agency that's called Famly
Service Association. |It's a community nental
heal th agency that works in Kane County, the
El gin part of Cook, and part of -- or Kendall
County. So, essentially, working in the
Aurora and Elgin comunity.

Previous to being in this position, |
actually worked for DuPage County and wor ked
heavily in the West Chicago area.

So | have a lot of experience worKking
with those three communities. Like | said,

one, | grew up and |'ve had the opportunity to
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ki nd of see howit's grown through the tine.

| also -- another unique role that |
have is that | amthe police social work
supervi sor at Aurora Police Departnent. So
| "' m not speaking on behalf of them but it
is -- it is Aurora that we serve and our
services are based on those individuals
experiencing crisis.

So | want to thank you all for
allow ng ne the opportunity to speak.

The proposed map woul d be unfair to
the Latino voters. Really, what it's going to
do right nowis it's going to silence their
voi ce when we actually need to hear fromthem
the nost. W have a |l arge population that's
currently suffering but they' re suffering in
si |l ence.

So we definitely -- what |'m hoping
Is that the communities of Aurora, Elgin, and
West Chicago are united so there is Latino
representation in those areas. Because the
famlies that live there whose children are
growing up there, there is a |ot of

simlarities in their values, in their
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hi story, and the way that they view problens,

how t hey approach problens. But also the

t hi ngs that negatively inpact them you know,

I mmgration issues, the econony, health, you
know, small busi nesses, you know. And even
just in that, there is information that says
Lati no- owned busi nesses were not accessing the
Paynent Protection |oans conpared to the
general popul ation.

So we have a |l ot of Latino-owned
busi nesses that, essentially, have suffered
not being able to get assistance that other
busi nesses have been able to get. And that's
huge in our communities to have snal
busi nesses. It really is a cornerstone for
us.

VWhat | want to say is that what |'ve
noticed through ny tine in living in Aurora,
working with Aurora is that wth different
generations, we see nore and nore desire to be
involved in political nmatters.

And a lot of that nmakes sense. You
know, | ama first-generation individual. |

went through the education system | |earned
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about the political systemand how to vote and

what that matters.

W have a grow ng popul ati on of
Latinos. As it was already nentioned before,
there is a lot of people exiting the state of
II'linois. That's not the case for Latinos.
Latinos are growi ng, especially in these
communities. And |I'msure once all the census
data is in, we'll probably end up seeing that
bei ng represent ed.

So we have a huge desire of people
wanting to participate. And | think there is
a lot of nonmentumthat right now needs to be
captured; the desire especially for the youth,
peopl e who are starting their careers or in
their careers that really want to nake
I1linois their hone. Right?

There is a lot of states right now,
too, that are, you know, pulling on our --
sone of our best resources. W want to keep
our Latinos here. And how we keep them here
IS by them being heard and under st ood.

So, you know, ny entry into voting,

it actually started at a young age. And |
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know we tal ked about -- you know, there was

mention before how there is -- you know,
children are not eligible to vote. W
definitely know that. However, we're,
essentially, creating a systemthat they wl|
eventually be eligible to vote within this
time frane.

Wen | was -- | think | was like in
first grade. I1'mgoing to date this back. M
first voting experience was actually going
with ny nomto vote for Bill dinton at the
time. So that was ny first entry into what
it -- what voting even was, why did it matter.

We as Latinos, that's how we |earn
things. W do things in conmmunity. W do
t hi ngs, you know, in celebration. W,
essentially, need the nonentumto keep goi ng.
And the way we, essentially, keep the nonmentum
going is by, essentially, ensuring that our
voi ces are heard.

So one of the things that can happen,
essentially, if the Latino voice is not heard
and represented, is you're going to |l ose a |ot

of those individuals that right now are |ike
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let's, you know, address these issues, let's

cone together, the community right now that's
com ng toget her

What' s happened to previous
generations of Latino voters, in my opinion,
it's something called | earned hel pl essness.

So that is actually a term| did not coin.
It's a psychol ogical termthat basically says
when you' re exposed to a |ot of pain and
suffering and you can't escape it and there is
no way of escapi ng what you' ve |earned, you,
essentially, stop trying, even if the
situation now becones escapabl e.

They did this, essentially, with
dogs. But they've seen this now working in --
this happens with individuals. The reality is
that we've had a | arge popul ati on of Latinos
that no matter what they say, what they vote
on, it doesn't nake a difference because their
voi ce isn't strong enough represented. So
after awhile, it doesn't matter whether they
vote or don't vote or they participate or
don't participate. So they go into |earned

hel pl essness. So even when there is an
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opportunity, it makes it that nuch harder.

We have a popul ation right now that
wants to participate. Let's not shut their
voi ces out and let themfall into what
previ ous generations have fallen into, which
i s | earned hel pl essness.

Now, those who are stuck in that,
they can conme out, but they're going to need
to see how it's done. The population right
now that's younger, that's -- you know, has
gone through the educati on system here.
That's working. They're very invested.

Last thing | want to say is we
definitely need nore than one district in
II'linois that will represent the Latino
popul ation. And the Latino popul ation
relationship is key. 1It's the key to
engagi ng, engaging them So they don't need
to feel heard; they need to be heard. They
don't need to feel understood; they need to be
understood. Right? There is a difference
feeling than actually things happening as a
result of it.

So we definitely need to conbi ne
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communities that have siml| ar needs and

simlar strengths so we can build even on
t hose strengths that they al ready have.

So the areas of Aurora, Elgin, West
Chi cago, they're conmunities that have, as
nmenti oned, a growi ng Latino popul ation that
needs to be represented. And we need fair
redistricting that then acconplishes fair
representation. Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Al right. Thank you,
Ms. Bar ba.

Questions from nenbers of the
Comm ttee? Seeing none, M. Barba,
appreci ate your participation here today. And
t hank you for your testinony.

Il wll remnd all of our witnesses to
pl ease renenber to state your nanme at the
begi nning of your testinony and spell your
nanme for the record. As was nentioned at the
outset, we do have a court reporter who is
transcri bing today's hearing, so we want to
make sure we get an accurate spelling of your
nane.

Next, | have O are Duggan. And nake
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sure you al so state who you are representing.

Ms. Duggan, please, the floor is
yours.

M5. DUGGAN: Thank you Chairman, Senat or
Sins. M nane is Care Duggan; Cl-a-r-e,
| ast name Duggan, D-u-g-g-a-n

| represent a civic organization
based in the 19th Ward of the city of Chicago
on the far southwest side. Qur organization
is called Illinois 123G0 because we are a
conmuni ty- based organi zati on made up of our
nei ghbors that are based in the 1st, 2nd, and
3rd Congressional District of the state of
Il1linois. The GO stands for gerrymander
overri de.

We believe in being a conmmunity-based
organi zati on and unifying based on comon
cause and common principles; not based on
l[ines that | know we all have to draw so we
know where to vote. But, you know, we believe
that the comunity activismis based on common
cause and knowi ng our nei ghbors and speaki ng
out and com ng together on issues.

In 2018 Illinois 123G0 joined with --
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originally we were part of the first ten

organi zations to join, we've since grown to 40
grassroots organi zations across Illinois' 3rd
District -- 3rd Congressional District to form
the Coalition for Change in |L3.

Again, we strove not to | ook at the
boundari es that divide us but what is the
comon cause that brings us together. And
we' ve seen that grow ng from our nenbership
based here in the very diverse and integrated
part of the 19th Ward in the far sout hwest
side that we unified with other southwest
siders, be that Bridgeport, Back of the Yards,
McKi nl ey Park, and the near southwest suburbs.

W | ooked at what were the issues
that mattered to us; issues of social justice,
i ssues of transportation and infrastructure.
How do we get to our jobs? Practical things
li ke freight trains blocking the way or do we
have the orange |line to be able create new
jobs in the southwest corridor or to get to
j obs downtown fromthe sout hwest corridor

W' re concerned about environnental

i ssues across the district. Wether | live in
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Beverly in the southwest side -- the far

sout hwest side, | still care about what's
happening with the air we breathe and the
water we drink, in all the areas across the
district. W care about education and these
ki ds going to schools across the area.

Across the district and across our
coalition, all 40 groups and the thousands of
menbers that represent, we care about
immgration reform W care about diversity
and inclusion, a range of issues.

And as we | ook at sol ving probl ens
i ke environnental issues and the need for job
grow h and the need for transportation, we
care about the growth of |abor and havi ng good
payi ng, fair union jobs growi ng not just for
the traditional inmmgrants but for the next
generation of immgrants. So we've cone
together in this common cause to unify.

When we | ook at the map that was
proposed this past Friday and we spent a | ot
of tinme this past weekend with our nenbership
and -- both within Illinois 123G0 and acr oss

the coalition, what really strikes us is the
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changes that are being proposed really silence

t hat people power that we've worked so hard to
gr ow.

Qur goal is that we do see -- you
know, | was very struck by the forner speaker,
the first gentleman who had the map -- |I'm
sorry, | don't have nane at hand -- they way
he typified our communities was not
recogni zable to those of us who actually live
here. It was very strange to have soneone
from I ndiana tal ki ng about our communities and
how they're so different, when our experiences
Is those who live here and those who organize
here and those who organi ze across the
communi ti es here, we expect -- we experience
our conmon cause in our inclusion.

So we're asking the Commttee to
actually take a step back and maintain the
hi storical boundaries of IL3. That we do in
our current formand we understand there is
going to be sone changes, but what's the | east
change necessary to be able to maintain this
coalition and conmunities that we've brought

together so that our ability to raise our
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voi ce to WAshi ngton about these issues that

matter to the citizens across the area wl|
continue to be represented in the new map and
that we won't be di senpowered and | unped in

Wi th other areas where we feel our voices wll
be dil uted.

As a smal | busi ness owner, a
community activist, and a life-long resident
of this area, | really hope that we can build
on our desire to grow a nore diverse and nore
i ntegrated coll aborative way of working
between citizens and the governnent, instead
of silencing our voices.

So with that, |'mopen for any
guestions and | appreciate the opportunity to
speak with you today.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Thank you so much,
Ms. Duggan.

| can certainly appreciate the
sl omdown of traffic via the trains and havi ng
recently experienced that as early as -- as
|ate as today prior to this hearing. So I'm
certainly synpathetic to that.

Senator Castro for a question.
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SENATOR CASTRO  Thank you, M. Chairnman.

"' mgoing to ask the sane question
that | asked M. Ellison. Qobviously, Illinois
| ost popul ation, right? And the Latino
conmunity has gai ned 18.2 percent of the
state's popul ation.

Do you support two Latino or
Latino-influenced districts?

M5. DUGGAN. Well, I'mnot a mapmaker |ike
M. Ellison, you said, in that way. [|'ma
communi ty-based activist. So | really | ooked
across that.

What | can only speak to is within
the 3rd District, we have a very broad
coalition that includes the Latino groups from
other wards. And we don't see -- |like |I said,
| was rather offended by the way how he
typified how the 19th Ward talks to the 11th
or the 15th Ward in terns of that.

W do have -- we have found comon
cause and support in elevating each other's
voi ces rather than assum ng that sonehow,
because | canme froman Irish-ethnic heritage

i n nmy nei ghborhood, which is no | onger the
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case that it's the nmajority here, it just

happens to be personal heritage, that |

woul dn't care about immgration reformor |
woul dn't care about Puerto Rico or | wouldn't
care about that.

So I'"'mall for making sure that this
representation is fair, to your question,
Senator. But | don't have a macro sense of
how wel | or what are the best possible ways to
divide up all the population. But | do think
it is strange, given the growh in the city
and within the Latino popul ation, that the
proposal for IL3 is to take out the city
war ds, thereby |lessening their voices in the
| L3"s representation, and lunping us in with
fol ks, you know, a few hours away that don't
share, you know, the -- what's happeni ng when
we asphalt factory in MKinley Park, what's
happeni ng when we don't have Orange Line
service on the southwest side. Like you said,
the trains stop all of us fromgetting to work
in the norning, which is sonmething that has
i nproved recently because of the activismfrom

our Congressper son.
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So | hope that answers your question.

Like | said, I"'mnot a macro nap specialist.
|"ma community activist. But nmy experience

I n working across groups on the sout hwest side
is we try and el evate each other's voices
until such tinme as there is a conprehensive
district that woul d nake sense to be primarily
Latino focused. Because the votes are going
to be there one day and then there wll be
tinme.

SENATOR CASTRGO  And, Ms. Duggan, | do
recogni ze that you're not an expert in draw ng
maps, but it's a very sinple question that's
ei ther yes or no.

Do you support two Latino or
Latino-influenced districts?

M5. DUGGAN: | believe absol utely having
Lati no-influenced districts in terns of
bal ance -- if that's what the population on --
but you do have to |l ook at the nmacro sense on
a map to be able to answer that honestly, |
woul d say.

| can say in ny heart, having a

Lati no-focused district sounds fantastic. I
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don't know if the nunbers bear out for that in

ternms of how the boundaries overlap. But |
woul d be supportive of it if it was possible.

SENATOR CASTRO  Excellent. M. Duggan,
have you | ooked at all the other subm ssions
and do you have any opinion on sone of the
ot her public subm ssions that have been put
onto the portal ?

M5. DUGGAN. Li ke, for exanple, the one
fromthe previous gentlenen or..

SENATOR CASTRO Yes. There has been
actually several submtted to the portal. And
| was just kind of curious if you' ve had an
opportunity to review that, has your coalition
had an opportunity to review it?

MS. DUGGAN: To be honest, | haven't
| ooked at all of them |'ve seen sone that
have been published nore through the press and
then I'massumng are on there. |'ve seen
ones cone fromthe DCCC that has been shared
wdely in the press. And |'ve now been on two
hearings with the gentleman before nme today in
terns of that.

But, no, | have not reviewed all of
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themin detail.

SENATOR CASTRO  Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Thank you, Senator
Castro.

Senat or Bryant | saw hand up but go
down. Was that intentional?

SENATOR BRYANT: Yeah, |'m good.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Ckay. Senator MC ure.

SENATOR McCLURE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Thank you very nuch, ma'am for
testi nony today.

So obviously this is a draft map is
what it's been described as, so |l intend to
see anot her map sonetine by next week. How
much time would you need to review the final
map in order to properly analyze and be able
to cone back to the Commttee and testify
about 1t?

M5. DUGGAN:  Well, ny understanding is
there isn't going to be another opportunity to
testify or will there be?

SENATOR McCLURE: | don't know. At this
nmonent | don't know.

In a world where governnment works
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wel |, how nmuch tinme would you need to present

any sort of testinony after seeing a map, a
final map?

M5. DUGGAN. So we are -- if | look at the
case of how we've experienced this |last drop
versus feedback, you know, it came out within
hours, mnutes to hours of the Friday
neetings. So in that case, we only could just
go, oh, I'mlooking at this vague blob on a
map and | haven't had tinme to zoomin. People
are at their jobs. People are doing their
other things. W don't all have this as a
full-tinme job.

So we spent a few days and eveni ngs
and weekend tine, you know, analyzing it with
our nmenbers and having opportunity to have
back and forth in that nmenbership so they
coul d put together a conprehensive statenent.

So | would say at this point we're
all, obviously, very -- you have our
attention, soit's not |like we have to --
we're ready to respond in such tine,.

But | would say it's in all due

course, we would need one to two days, at a
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m nimum to be respectfully | ooking at

sonet hi ng and not be giving a gut reaction.

SENATOR McCLURE: Thank you. No further
guesti ons.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you, Senator
Mcdl ure.

Ms. Duggan, thank you for your
testinony, very informative. Again, |
appreciate the work that you and your
col | eagues are doing across your conmunities.
So thank you for being here today.

M5. DUGGAN:. Thank you for your tine.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Absol utely.

Next | have Anna Schi browsky and |
hope | said that right. Please state your
name and spell it for the record and your
group and organi zation that you're
representing.

M5. SCH BROABKY: Hi, My nane is Anna
Schi browsky. First nane is A-n-n-a; |ast nane
Schi browsky, S-c-h-i-b, as in boy,
r-o-ws-Kk-vy.

| am here today representing nyself.

| am a resident of Chicago's Bridgeport

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

10/ 20/ 2021

Page 79
nei ghbor hood and the current 3rd Congressional

District.

And I'mtestifying today to urge you
to all ow ny nei ghborhood to remain in the 3rd
Congressional District and to naintain the
hi stori cal boundaries of the 3rd Congressional
District.

For over 20 years, the 3rd
Congressional District has represented
wor ki ng-cl ass communities fromthe Bridgeport
nei ghbor goi ng sout hwest through the suburbs
to Joliet and it's roughly followed the I-55
corridor.

It has included blue-collar
communities that benefit fromthe jobs and the
econom c prosperity of industry but also
struggle with the pollution and traffic
created by nmanufacturing and shi ppi ng.

Bri dgeport residents have been
talking in the past year with Joliet residents
to di scuss our common issues around railroad
hubs, last mle cleats, and | ogistics centers
operating along the |1-55 corridor.

The proposed nmap that |'ve seen woul d
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split ny nei ghborhood into the 4th and 7th

Congressional Districts. It would carve up
Bri dgeport at one of our nmjor retail
intersections. |t would nove our grocery
store into the 7th District and our drug
stores into the 4th District.

The proposed 4th District would form
a horseshoe around the city. It would |oop
fromthe stockyards plant manufacturing
district and include it in the sane
Congressional district as OGak Park country
cl ub.

The proposed new 3rd Congressi ona
District stretches half way across the state
and it contains disparate populations. It
woul d i ncl ude manufacturing-oriented
nei ghbor hoods in Chicago and sim |l ar
bl ue-col I ar suburbs, but it would al so include
mles and mles of farm and and grain el evator
vi | | ages.

It would stretch out to LaSalle
County, which is where | grew up. | know the
area and | understand a |l ot of the issues in

that area are going to revolve of around
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farm ng and farm subsi des.

So constituents woul d not be
wel | -served by districts where the
representatives have to split their focus
bet ween i ndustrial areas and country clubs or
between nulti-nodal facilities and soybean
farmns.

So pl ease keep the historical
boundari es and keep the character of the 3rd
Congressional District. Thank you.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you,
Ms. Schi br owsky.

Senator Castro, | see your hand.

SENATOR CASTRO  Thank you. 1'mgoing to
ask the sanme question that | asked the
previ ous speaker. So, obviously, you know,
repeat what | asked, Illinois |ost popul ation.
The Latino comunity gained 18.2 percent. Do
you support two Latino or Latino-influenced
di stricts?

MS. SCH BROWSKY: Yes. As an individual
| do.

SENATOR CASTRO  Just out of curiosity,

have you | ooked at any of the other public
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subm ssions? | know t here have been several.

Have you been able to have an opportunity | ook
at them study then? Do you |ike any of thenf
M5. SCHI BROABKY: | have been able to
glance at them | guess | would be interested
in seeing a proposal that would include nore

of the 1-55 corridor including the Latin X
communi ties near us. But it would have to --
| guess there is a lot of if, ands, or butts
in that to see what el se would be included in
that district in order to nake a majority
Latin X district and whether it would still
include, like | said, the historical
boundari es and character of the current

di strict.

SENATOR CASTRO  Anot her question. | know
you tal ked about LaSall e-Peru and you were
originally fromthere. | know you nenti oned
the i nportance of the strong industrial union
base. Doesn't LaSalle-Peru also have that?

MS. SCH BROASKY: Not anynore.

Hi storically, yes, LaSalle County historically
was a strong union factory area. But it is

not anynore. And their concerns are nore
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about bringing back industry, while the

concerns in this area are about -- | hate to
say -- too much industry. But we have
concentration of industry and pollution and |
view those as they are separate issues.

And | think it's unfair to the
residents and unfair to potenti al
Congressional reps to try to nmake them
represent both of those differing interests.

SENATOR CASTRO  Awesone. Well, thank you
for your testinony.

M. Chairman, no further questions.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you, Senator
Castro.

Ms. Schi browsky, thank you. | don't
see any other hands. So thank you for your
testi nony. W appreciate you being here
t oday.

Next | see M. Dale Fast seeking to
testify. M. Fast, the floor is yours.

MR. FAST: M nane is Dale Fast; Dale,
F-a-s-t, a resident of the 3rd Congressional
District.

| reside in Beverly on the sout hwest
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side of Chicago. | amretired, having served
as a faculty nenber and adm ni strator at
St. Xavier University in nearby Munt
G eenwood for 37 years.

|'ve seen the proposed Illinois
Congressional map. | have even sinply | ooked
at the first one; | have not | ooked at the

others. But I'ma bit surprised at seeing the
district | called hone for decades repl aced by
sonething that is quite unrecogni zabl e.

The sout hwest side of Chicago is a
di verse place. And |I've connected with ny
nei ghbors in Berwn, G cero, Oland Park, and
many ot her suburbs around ny hone because we
have comon i nterests.

The sout hwest side has consistently
had representation in Congress that hails from
that sane area, not the rural parts of the
state; the state that share | ess in combpn
with us.

Qur district is a transportation hub
with three Metra |ines running through, a
boom ng trucking industry passing up the I-55

to Chicago, and a well-connected educati on

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

10/ 20/ 2021

Page 85
system that has people all over the suburbs

attendi ng schools on the sout hwest side.

For decades | have fought for soci al
justice and would strive to nmake our denocracy
nore inclusive. By splitting parts of the
district, the state could segnent communities
and dimnish their chance at fairer
representation.

| don't want to see ny nei ghbors'
voices diluted in this redistricting process.
| ask the Redistricting Commttee in this
process, please nmaintain the character of the
sout hwest side and keep Illinois' 3rd D strict
inits general shape as in the current map.
Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you, M. Fast.

Senat or Castro.

SENATOR CASTRO  Thank you, M. Fast. You
answered the second part of ny question but |
will ask you the first, simlar to what |I've
asked everyone.

Do you support two Latino or
Lati no-influenced districts?

MR FAST: | certainly think that's going
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to make sense. | don't know how one exactly

does that and nmakes that work. But it nmakes
sense to ne that that's a direction that our
state i s going.

SENATOR CASTRO  Thank you. No further
guestions, M. Chairmn.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you, Senator
Castro.

Seei ng no further hands, M. Fast,

t hank you so nmuch for your testinony here and
for your advocacy on behalf of your conmunity.

Next, | have Ms. Jeanette Quirk on ny
list of testifiers. M. Qirk, you have the
floor.

M5. QURK: H. M nane is Jeanette
Qirk, J-e-a-n-e-t-t-e. | live in LaG ange
Hi ghl ands, an uni ncor porated area adjacent to
LaG ange, a near sout hwestern suburb of
Chi cago.

Thank you so nuch to the Conmittee
for your tinme and effort and for all the other
fol ks who are testifying.

I"moriginally from Chicagol and, the

sout h suburb of Ri verdal e. |"m here as a
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nmenber of the Congressional District IL3 and

as a nenber of several grassroots efforts to
pronote civic engagenent and responsibility.

| wanted to testify sinply because
with over 31 years in the area, we have grown
to value the diversity and intelligence in the
sout hwest side and suburbs.

Gowing up in Riverdale, we live on
the Illinois Central line. R verdale borders
the city on the south, and the great mgration
of Americans into the south side was a
defining feature of the area in the '60s, '70s
and ' 80s when | was grow ng up there.

W were al so proud of our proximty
to the train line and spent many days
traveling on the train to downtown Chicago for
wor k, fun, and civic engagenent.

The sout hwest side appealed to ny
husband and | for the sane reasons when we
bought a house. On the Burlington Western
comuter line, it had easy access to the city
and al so vibrant and a m xed | arger community,
not to nmention the wider area filled with

beautiful forest preserves that spread to the
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west and sout h.

What | soon realized in this area,
which | learned conprised IL3, is that it
stuck with people who are passi onate about
governnent, equality, service to the
community, the arts, infrastructure,
education, and all of the things that nake up
our lives as M dwesterners and Anericans.

| learned that the southwest side,

li ke the south side also had its genesis in
the city and continued to expand with human
mgration on a south-noving trajectory.

In ny area we are bound by the
wat erways and train |ines of the sout hwest
transportation corridor. These features have
dom nated our daily lives in terns of jobs and
recreation and the tinme of the inception of
the I'llinois-Mchigan Canal, the Cook County
forest preserves, A d Route 66, up to the
bui | di ng of the Stevenson Expressway and the
UPS facilities.

| learned that the area was full of
city and sout hwest side natives who m grated

like | did. They encouraged ne to becone
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engaged in civic life, to take initiative, and

to fight for what's right for people across
soci ety.

When | realized the boundaries of ny
congressional district, it nade sense that |
i ncl uded the origins to the area and the
current expression of the area. This neans
that the reach of the district IL3 into ny
area on sout hern suburbs of Tinley Park,

Ol and Park, and the Pal os area nade sense, as
the famlies there often had their origins in
t he deep sout hwest side nei ghborhoods.

As | began to neet people in all of
the IL3 neighbors, | realized we did want
comon things and that we truly enjoyed
nmeeti ng and working with each other for comon
ci vi c causes.

The district has shown its vitality
and passion and a good ol d-fashion work ethic
com ng out of the greatest generation and
passed on to the baby booners and our
children, XYZ, mllennials and onward.

G own children flock back to this

area to have famlies and start busi nesses.
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Peopl e cone for the train lines, the culture,

the diversity and the backyards.

| ask of you, do not destroy IL3 as
it represents a historic evolution of
mul ticultural cooperation and aspiration. W
bel ong together, from Bridgeport to Ol and
Park. W are not only rural, only city, or
only suburban. W are all of those things.

Toget her we nove Illinois forward in
all the inportant areas; civic participation,
econom ¢ strength and diversity for al
peopl e, caring for our people no matter what
t heir backgrounds and working to keep Illinois
strong, noral, and conpetitive in our divided
nation.

| also want to nention that M. Ellis
couldn't have gotten it nore wong when he
said that our communities did not have nuch in
common. Wen he said we were a hodgepodge, |
just don't understand how he coul d say those
t hi ngs.

| will say, Senator Castro, and |
know you're going to ask the question, that |

was not able to read the additional naps.
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They canme up on ny email this norning and |I've

been at work, so | haven't been able to see

t hem
VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Ckay. Thank you,
Ms. Quirk.

Senator Castro for a question.

SENATOR CASTRO  One nore question, do you
support two Latino or Latino-influenced
di stricts?

M5. QU RK: | support the idea of Latino
districts. Wthout know ng nuch else, | can't
really say anything el se.

SENATOR CASTRO  Ckay. Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs: Al right. Thank you,
Ms. Quirk. | appreciate your testinony and
for being here to advocate on behal f of your
community. |It's very hel pful.

Next | have M. Arnie Bernstein.
M. Bernstein, you have the floor, sir.

MR. BERNSTEIN. M nane is Arnie
Bernstein; A-r-n-i-e, B-e-r-n-s-t-e-i-n. [ m
a 25-year resident of the Beverly
nei ghborhood. | married into it.

A few years ago, |'msure sone of you
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know, there was sonme |leaflets left in our

nei ghbor hood by Wi te Suprenmaci st Nazi

el ements. | was part of a group of | ocal

resi dents who gat hered together to speak out
against this and tal k about the integrity and
the diversity of not only the Beverly area but
the southwest side at large. That's the
beauty of the 3rd District.

We are united in a lot of different
ways; by ethnicity, by race, by religion.
Certainly I"'ma mnority religion in this
area. Blue color, white collar.

But things that really unite us are
the commonalities, the transportation issues.
The train doesn't care who you are when they
sit there on the tracks.

| formerly taught at Morton Coll ege,
which is out in Gcero. | don't think Mrton
iIs part of the 3rd District, but I do know
parts of Cicero are part of the 3rd District.
And as | would drive to work, | was al ways
struck by the beauty of the diversity of the
di strict.

By noving parts of it to a rural area
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and what seens to be a carving up of a ward

here, a ward there, a finger of a ward here, a
finger of a ward there, it seens to be
changi ng the fundanental nature of our
district going fromBridgeport -- and as a Sox
fan, | spent a lot of time in Bridgeport --
down to Oland, which is -- these are shopping
areas that people fromour area go to.

It's a diverse district. It's a
wonderful area to live. And the commonalities
| think are what unites us.

To address Senator Castro, | have not
| ooked at the maps per se. However, having
wor ked with Hi spani c students at vari ous
schools, | certainly support the idea of
| argely Hi spanic districts.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Ckay. M. Bernstein, |
don't know if we |ost you.

MR. BERNSTEIN. Can you hear ne?

VICE-CHAIR SIMs: W can hear you. Did
you concl ude your testinony?

MR. BERNSTEIN: [I'msorry. Yes, | have.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs: Thank you. Questions

fromnenbers of the Commttee. | see Senat or
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Castro gave the thunbs up when you answered

her question as part of your testinony.

MR, BERNSTEIN. | saw it com ng.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: That's the professor in
you. And | appreciate the fact that you,
again, you as other residents of the 3rd
Congressional District have raised the
transportation issue. Again, | nentioned that
also earlier. And | certainly have an
affinity for your choice of baseball team

MR, BERNSTEIN: Thank you. | w sh they
had done better.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Likew se. Thank you so
much, M. Bernstein. | appreciate you being
here today and for your testinony, for your
advocacy on behal f of your comunity.

Next | have M. Christopher Kanich.
| hope |I'm saying that right.

MR KANICH: It's Kanich, but | respond to
basi cal | y anyt hi ng.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: | appreciate that. But
| surely want to get it right. But the floor
is yours, sir.

MR. KANI CH: Thank you very nuch, Senator

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

10/ 20/ 2021

Page 95
Sins. Thank you for this opportunity to

address the Comm tt ee.

I"'mtestifying here today as a fifth
generation resident of southern Cook County
and the south side of Chicago, as well as a
resi dent of the current 3rd Congressional
District.

Over the past six nonths, |I've also
served as a conm ssioner for the Chicago
Advi sory Redistricting Conm ssion, which has
been a groundbreaki ng and successf ul
experi nent showing that a citizen-1|ed
conm ssion can draw an equitable and
hi gh-quality district map.

While we were focused on nunici pa
ward maps, we heard hundreds of residents of
Chicago tell us very earnestly and
passi onately that they want their communities
kept whol e.

The proposed Congressi onal nap breaks
up both Bridgeport and the G eater Chinatown
Area, meking it even harder for our
communities to effectively advocate for

ourselves at the federal |evel and secure much
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needed resources, as well as M. Duggan,

Ms. Schi browsky, M. Fast, and Ms. Quirk have
all mentioned -- and M. Bernstein have al
menti oned nmuch, nuch better than | can, it's
the cross-roads of several transportation
networks that really do tie our district
together quite well and have a very strong

t hene.

And even though our community is
culturally and soci o-econom cally diverse, we
are united by a strong working-class common
denom nator here. Making the 3rd D strict
nore white and nore rural is not in the best
interests of all of these communities, as it
conpl etely changes of character of the
district.

If this change was, indeed, nade to
ruthl essly entrench a Denocratic district, |
feel that even this strategy is fool hardy and
coul d backfire, as the new 3rd District could
very possibly be won by a strong centri st
Republican in the general election, even one
runni ng without the support of their party.

This map is bad for Bridgeport, bad
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for the G eater Chinatown Area, bad for the

sout hwest side of Chicago and Cook County, and
bad for the Illinois Congressional delegation.

| encourage you to find a way to
restore the strong, working-class, culturally
and soci oeconom cally diverse character of the
current 3rd Congressional District.

| would al so be very happy to host
M. Ellison in the current 3rd District to
show hima little bit nore about how well our
comunity is tied together by comon
i nterests.

And in the interests of everybody's
time, | would like to say that | do support
two Latino-influenced districts. | believe
M. Calabrese's map is a fantastic starting
point for such a discussion. However, |
haven't seen a full map that woul d adequately
create two influenced districts within an
entire redistricting of the state of Illinois.

I'"ve also given a quick ook to a | ot
of the other maps that were submtted. |
believe it was M. Kotski's map, | certainly

believe is favorable to the map that was
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currently published as a draft by the

Commi t t ee.

And that is all | have to say at this
nmonent. So thank you very nuch for your tine.
| would be happy to take questions.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs: Thank you so nuch,
M. Kanich. And, again, | think you addressed
Senator Castro's questions, so | appreciate
your testinony here today and al so your -- |et
me say this for not just you but all of the
i ndividual citizens and residents of the 3rd
Congressional District who nade the --
offering the outreach to M. Ellison to show
the great diversity of the district and |
appreciate that, that offer. That is exactly
what as -- as all of us as neighbors we should
be | ooking to do, making sure we are
showcasi ng and showi ng the best that our
comunities have to offer. So | appreciate
you meki ng that offer

Next | have M. Abraham Matthew. The
floor is yours, sir.

MR. MATTHEW Thank you to the Chair and

t he menbers of the Commttee.
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My nane is Abraham Matthew. That's
A-b-r-a-h-a-m Ma-t-t-h-e-w. [|'ma father,
|"man attorney, and | live and practice |aw

i n Chicago's Bridgeport nei ghborhood, which at
present is part of Illinois' 3rd Congressional
District.

"' m before you today to ask you to
al l ow Bridgeport, Arnmour Square, Canaryville,
McKi nely Park, and Beverly, to remmin as part
of the 3rd Congressional District.

Now, the task of redistricting is not
an easy one. You've to deal with issues of
geogr aphy, as you have a limted anount of
space. You have to deal with conpeting
interests, whether they're political or
whet her they're the interests of incunbents or
they're the interests of the people and the
community group that are served by the people
who woul d be elected in the proposed maps.

It's a tough thing to do. And I
t hank you for holding this hearing today
because you're doing a great job of reaching
out to the people who will be affected nost by

this map. This is a great tinme and a great
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opportunity for us to educate each ot her about

the process and about the interests of the
specific regions that are affected by the map
t hat was proposed on the 15th.

|'"'m here today to ask that our
communities are allowed to remain in the 3rd
District. And there are two points | would
like to nake today. The first is that the 3rd
Congressional District as it stands now is the
transportati on hub of the M dwest.

At present starting fromwhere |I'm at
here in Bridgeport where H ghway 55 and the
Dan Ryan begin and going all the way down to
Joliet, there are truck yards, there are rai
yards, there is a CSX interchange, there is
M dway Airport. W have parts of Argonne
Nati onal Laboratory. There are |arge
| ogi stics hubs that are presently there and
presently under worKks.

W are the logistics capital of the
Mdwest. And why this is inportant is because
when we as a district and we as Illinois need
support from Washi ngton DC, the best way to do

that is to have one person, a point person,
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who can go to Washi ngton and get the resources

that we need to invest in our future.

If we're going to get dollars for
el ectric vehicle structure, for upgrading
bri dges and roads, we're going to have to | ook
to our congressman here in this district --
congressman or congresswonan in this district.

And so by having this transportation
hub contained in one district, we nake things
easier, not only for the region but for
II'linois as a whole. Because we're,
essentially, electing a point person for our
transportati on hub.

So it's vitally inportant that we not
split off parts of that transportati on hub
such that we have to coordinate as a people
and as a state anongst various representatives
who have ot her duties and other constituencies
to attend to.

And the second point | would like to
make is that our district nay be diverse, but
we share a common character. The
infrastructure in this district, which | just

touched on, began over 150 years ago. It
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began with the construction of the

I11inois-Mchigan Canal, which parts right
here in Bridgeport where | sit and went al

the way down past Joliet to the Illinois
River. And that canal earthed a new
generation of infrastructure for the M dwest.
That's why we have so nuch infrastructure here
in the 3rd District, is because the vital |ink
bet ween t he East Coast and the Gulf of Mexico
was placed here in the district. It's the way
that we can get goods from Lake M chi gan and
the Great Lake cities down to New Ol eans.

So out of that, as generations went
on, the infrastructure grew around it. W got
M dway Airport and we got all of these
trucking and transportation hubs, the train
yards. And they were all built by immgrants.
They were built by people who cane to this
country for a better life and they weren't al
from one pl ace.

Sone of those imm grants cane here
from Europe. Sone canme here from Asia. Somne
came here from Mexi co. W have people from

every country on the planet in this district.
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So it's correct to say that we are a diverse

district. But when you dig deeper than just
the statistics, we see that we're united by a
common character. And that comon character
is, essentially, the Anerican dream |It's
that we all want to provide for our famlies.
W all want to be able to go to work and start
busi nesses. We're a very entrepreneuri al

di strict.

W sinply are a veritable cornucopia
of faiths, colors, and creeds. And our val ues
are shared. And that diversity is our
strengt h.

As a father, a small busi nessperson,
and the son of an inmgrant fromlndia, | nmay
be uni que in ny nei ghborhood here in
Bridgeport, but | share a conmon plight with
everyone along the I-55 corridor.

W work hard to educate our kids,
grow our businesses, and enjoy the diversity
of this region. And as people and as the
transportation capital of the M dwest, those
ties bind us together and we deserve common

representation.
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So the 3rd Congressional District

historically has represented residents of the
sout hwest side of Chicago and the sout hwest
suburbs. And for al nost three decades, the
district has represented constituents were |
live here in Bridgeport, down to Beverly
t hrough Canaryville, which is just south of
Bridgeport, through the suburbs of Stickney,
Lyons, Pal os, Wrth, and Ol and Townshi ps.
W have a strong history as a
wor ki ng- cl ass stronghol d and as peopl e who
sinply have real grit. As a resident of the
11t h Ward, Chicago's Bridgeport nei ghborhood
and the sout hwest side, | am asking the
Committee to allow ny conmunity and the others
that |'ve nentioned to remain in the 3rd
Congressional District.
| just want to thank you all again

for listening to us, for hearing us out. It's
a testanment to yourselves. And | truly
appreciate the opportunity and any questions
t hat you may have.

VI CE-CHAIR SI Ms:  Thank you, M. Matthew.

| see one hand rai sed. Senat or
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Castro.

SENATOR CASTRO M. Matthew, you m ght
have, since you're at the tail end, m ght have
mssed nmy initial question, so let ne restate
it.

Qoviously, Illinois |ost popul ation.
But when it cones to a Latino community, we
gai ned 18.2 percent of the population. M
qui ck question is, do you support two Latino
or Latino-influenced districts?

MR. MATTHEW Yes, | do. And part of ny
issue with the current map is that it destroys
what is effectively the second
Latino-influenced district in the state.

Ri ght now the 3rd Congressi onal
District as it stands is, | believe, the
second-nost Latino-influenced district in the
state. And when we're tal king about districts
that -- going into politics are going to be
wei ghted nore Denocratic, we were talking
about a Denocratic primary. So that influence
is even stronger within a Denocratic prinmary
if voting trends conti nue.

So by creating a new map whi ch takes
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out, essentially, a lot of the Latino portion

fromthe 3rd District and destroys the
character of the 3rd District as a diverse
pl ace, we're al so reducing the influence of
Latinos in our Congressional del egation.

So it's really inportant that the 3rd
District retain its current character.

SENATOR CASTRO  Have you had an
opportunity to | ook at any of the other maps
t hat have been proposed? | nean...

MR. MATTHEW Yes, Senator. | had the
opportunity to take a |l ook at M. Harden's
map, and | believe it nmaintains the status
gquo, as a district with strong Latino
representation and influence in that | believe
it's 25 percent of the popul ation, of the
voti ng-age popul ati on woul d be of Latino
origin.

And also M. Kotski's map is a few
poi nts higher than that. And the current
proposal that's before the Committee is | ower
than that. So it's vital that we retain that
i nfl uence in our Congressional del egation.

SENATOR CASTRO | know you tal ked a
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little bit about, you know, Latino

representation. You're right, it is the
second hi ghest Latino popul ation of all the
Congressional districts.

But | also would Iike to see, have
you | ooked at it froma state-w de
perspective? Like thoughts on the northwest
si de has big pockets of Latinos to the
nort hwest subur bs.

When you | ook at all of that, | still
go back, do you support a second Latino or
Latino-influenced district? So if you can
expound a little bit about that, that would be
great.

MR. MATTHEW Yes, | do. | believe the
statistics are there to bear that out. And ny
worry on the current proposal is that we're
regressi ng rather than noving forward.

SENATOR CASTRG | have not hing further,
M. Chai r man.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you, Senator
Castro.

M. Matthew, again, thank you for

your participation here today and for
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advocating on behal f of your conmmunity. Your
testi nony was very helpful. W appreciate
t hat .

MR. MATTHEW  Thank you, M. Chairman.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs: Last but the certainly
not least on ny |list of preselect -- or
pre-signed-in testifiers is Madel ei ne Doubek
on behal f of Change Illinois. WMadel eine.

M5. DOUBEK: Thank you, Vice-Chair Sins
and Comm ttee Menbers for the opportunity to
wap up the testinony today on the draft
congressi onal nap.

My nane i s Madel ei ne Doubek. That's
Ma-d-e-l-e-i-n-e, last nane D-o-u-b, as in
boy, e-k. And | amthe Executive Director for
the Change Illinois Action Fund and Change
I1'1inois.

As part of my testinony today, |
would like to review the Princeton
Gerrymandering Project's analysis of the draft
map and provi de sone feedback on the
Congr essi onal map proposal .

The Princeton Gerrymandering Project

IS an organization based out of Princeton
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Uni versity that seeks to actively educate,

provi de resources, and hel p peopl e nationw de
to engage in the redistricting process. One
of their resources is a free mapping tool for
communi ties of interest called Representable.

PGP al so uses quantifiable nmetrics to
review, analyze, and grade district nmaps in
three overall categories; partisan fairness,
conpetitiveness, and geographic features.

In PGs analysis, graded Ato F,
II'linois scored nmuch | ower than nost ot her
states. It only was matched by Texas.

The Illinois draft map received an F
in partisan fairness and geographic features
and a Cin conpetitiveness.

Their analysis found that the maps
provide a significant Denocratic advantage.

El even of the draft districts are projected to
be unconpetitive Denocratic seats and three
districts are unconpetitive Republican seats.

For conpetitive districts, their
anal ysis projects only three of the 17
congressional districts will be conpetitive

with all three conpetitive districts favorable
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to Denpcratic candi dat es.

The main part of the PG> s anal ysis |
want to focus on today is the geographic
features section where the Illinois draft map
al so scored an F. The grade uses a standard
guantitative nmeasure of conpactness known as
average Reock. Hi gher Reock scores nean
districts are nore conpact. The draft
Congressional map for Illinois scored a .307
out of 1.

The other factor neasured is the
extent of the nunber of counties split up in
the draft map. The Congressional nap proposal
presented splits up 42 of the Illinois 102
counti es.

Now, splitting a county al one doesn't
necessarily nean that a district is
gerrymandered. For instance, Cook County and
DuPage Counties have to be split up due to
their popul ation sizes being |arger than
what's allowed in Congressional districts to
neet the equal popul ati on standards.

However, a district map with a higher

nunber of split countries does raise questions
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about what goal nmapnmakers set out to achieve.

The sane goes for conpactness. Wile a

non- conpact district doesn't guaranty a
gerrymander, as exenplified in the current 4th
Congressional District, it does raise

guesti ons about what is notivating the draw ng
of those borders.

The sheer | ack of conpactness is one
of the nore troubling aspects of the
Congressional map proposal. It's seemto pit
urban and rural areas of Illinois agai nst each
other at a tinme when we've already been
experi enci ng extraordi nary pol arizati on.

One exanple out of many is the 17th
District, which is not conpact, and splits 15
counties stretching from Rockford to
Bl oomi ngton and not sinply by going straight
south. Instead, the district runs from
Rockford in northwestern Illinois, turns west
to the Mssissippi River, and then runs down a
narrow strip of western Illinois to the Quad
Cities and cuts back east to capture Peoria
and Bl oom ngt on.

The proposed 17th District does not

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

10/ 20/ 2021

Page 112
follow this path to enpower comrunities of

color, as the district has a strong majority,
whi te, voting-age popul ation of 72.23 percent
and includes a small fraction of black VAP of
12.12 percent, a Latino VAP of 9.26 percent,
and 2.5 percent Asian VAP.

As defined by the Illinois Voting
Ri ghts Act of 2011, this district would fall
short of being a coalition district that would
give racial and | anguage mnority groups in
the district the opportunity to elect a
candi date of their choice. |If the goal is to
connect conmunities of interest, it's not
cl ear what commonalities are being prioritized
that couldn't be achieved using cities or
towns closer to either the northern or
sout hern part of the district.

If the goal was sinply to connect
urban voters, it seens it would have been
easier to go east from Rockford to create a
district between Waukegan and Rockford or
Rockford and El gin. Connecting Waukegan to
Rockford not only woul d have been cl oser

geographically, but it would have reduced the
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need for thin swaths to ensure equal

popul ati on requirenents were net.

In prior testinony, we encouraged
this Commttee to prioritize and publicize
what criteria was being considered for each
district. As the current map is drafted, it
is difficult to determne any rationale for
many of districts, absent any gui dance from
this Commttee.

We' ve al so previously asked Comm ttee
menbers to prioritize the Federal Voting
Rights Act in their nmapping consi derations.

We do have strong concerns that this map falls
short of that goal.

According to the data rel eased on the
I1linois Senate and House Redi stricting
websites, 13 of the 17 draft districts are
majority white, including the 8th
Congressional District, which is just
two-tenths of a percent shy of a 50 percent
white majority threshold based on total
popul ati on but exceeds the 50 percent
threshol d in voting-age popul ation.

For context, according to the 2020
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Census, the total population of Illinois is

61.6 percent white. Roughly figured, that
nmeans three nore districts possibly could have
been drawn that be would non-nmgjority white
di stricts.

Now, we understand that people don't
live in perfect square boxes, nor are we
asking you to overlay a perfect grid over the
state of Illinois. But there are a handful of
districts that are in close proximty to one
anot her that include significant black,
Latino, and Asian popul ations, including
Districts 5, 6, 8 9, 10 and 11.

We woul d encourage this Commttee to
ensure that the federal Vote Rights Act is
prioritized in any additional drafts using
voti ng-age popul ation data to truly enpower
communi ties of color to el ect candi dates of
t heir choosi ng.

Wil e today's participation has been
surprising, our concerns over the extent of
community input remain. These Commttee
heari ngs need nore neani ngful dial ogue with

nore |1linoisans. After being shunned over
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and over again, during the spring and sumrer,
many community groups and advocat es have given
up on participating in this process.

Wthout their input, people in
Il1linois comunities are needlessly split up,
their voting power is diluted, and their
representation is stifled.

Pl ease make a sincere effort in these
final hours to reach those Illinoisans and
show that you are taking their input
seriously.

And in getting to Senator Castro's
gquestion, | wll say that we certainly believe
that two Latino districts ought to be
explored. It seens to us, in a general | ook
at the data and the map, that there is a
majority Latino district that could be created
on the south side of the city of Chicago and a
Latino-influenced district on the north side.

And we woul d certainly encourage al
of you to solicit nore input fromvoters in
t hose communities and to use voting-age
popul ati on data to see if that can be done.

Thank you for your tine and |'m happy
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to take any questi ons.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you, M. Doubek.

| see Senator MO ure's hand.

Senator Mcd ure.

SENATOR McCLURE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

And thank you, ma'am for your testinony.
You' ve been very involved in this whole
Comm ttee process, and | really appreciate
your patience and your willingness to cone

bef ore us.

How nmuch tine do you think is needed
in order to review the final map before there
iIs a vote wth enough tine for yourself to
review it and for other inportant constituents
and for every constituent across this entire
state to be able to reviewit.

M5. DOUBEK: W have said a m ninmum of two
weeks, but a nonth would certainly be
preferabl e.

SENATOR McCLURE: Thank you very much.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Castro.

SENATCOR CASTRO  One final question.

Madel ei ne, have you | ooked at any of the maps
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and anal yzed them that have been submtted to

the portal thus far?

M5. DOUBEK: Senator, unfortunately, |
have not had tinme to do that. | have not had
an opportunity to exam ne them no.

SENATOR CASTRO.  And | understand it's
not -- there is others who have not. And what
| woul d encourage others that -- who tal ked
about seeing them but not having a chance to
digest them that there is nore tine, so
pl ease | ook at those and submt your comments,
concer ns.

Il think I would |ike to engage nore
of the folks who are here. And thank you al
for your tinme today.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you, Senator
Castro.

Senator McClure, is your hand up for
a second tinme? Ckay.

So let nme say this. And, M. Doubek,
| appreciate your testinony. | appreciate
your participation, as you have al ways been
consistently participating in this process.

But | would chall enge and push back
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that the participation that you' ve seen,

particularly fromthe voices of residents of
the 3rd Congressional District who have
participated in this process, this is exactly
how we' ve identified and want this process to
wor k; for individuals to have the opportunity
to participate. And that's why we've been
doing this and that's why we're doi ng these
heari ngs.

So | would agree with you. W want
participation. And when you see today,
i ndividuals voice -- want to lift up their
voi ces and participate in this process. And
we are glad that they did that. So I'm
certainly glad to see all of the participants
and al ways nice to see you, again, M. Doubek.

Seeing no for the questions --
Senator Plunmer, | see your hand rai sed.

SENATOR PLUMMVER: Yes, it is. Thank you,

Chai rman Si ns.

My question is not for the previous
speaker. | appreciate her comments. | had a
coupl e questions for you if that tinme is

appropriate now.
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VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Before we do that, |et
me go to see if there is anyone -- any
ot her -- anyone fromthe public seeking to

testify before we go to questions from Menbers
of the Commttee to the Chair.

Are there any other questions from
any nenber of public seeking to be heard?

Goi ng once, going twce. Ckay.
Senator Pl unmer, please proceed with your
guestion, sir.

SENATOR PLUMVER:  Thank you, Chairman
Si ns.

And | know this was touched on
briefly earlier. | wasn't fully clear of the
answer. But, you know, ny understanding is
this process is for the Congressional
Districts but also the judicial sub-circuits
i n Cook County.

Is there going to be a proposal
rel ease on those judicial sub-circuits for the
public to view and, if so, when will that
proposal be rel eased?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: | would certainly

believe that there will be a proposa
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released. | can't speak to when that m ght

be.

But as was nentioned and was nade
public in the announcenent of today's
Committee hearing, this is for the
Congressional hearing -- the focus of today's
heari ng was for Congressional maps. But if
anyone is seeking to testify or bring up the
topic, we certainly would be willing to |isten
to that.

SENATOR PLUMVER: Cbviously, there is just
some concern that no one has seen these very
I nportant maps or proposals. And there is a
vot e expected next week. So, hopefully, there
is time for the public to comment on that.

So we had a hearing | ast Thursday.
Thank you again for that. During that
hearing, there was questions that | asked of
the Chair regarding when a map m ght be
dr opped, who was going to be drawi ng the map,
so on and so forth. The constant response --
l"mnot trying to put words in anyone's nouth.
But the constant response was "I don't know, "

"we don't know," "we'll have to wait and see,"
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"we're just gathering information." That was

Thur sday.

Coi ncidentally a map dropped Fri day,
a map that obviously took a trenendous anount
of time. That the timng is, you know, odd to
say the |east.

So | guess ny question is when did
menbers of the Commttee find out that this
map was going to be dropped? And | guess it
brings back the original, you know, hearing
Friday, why was that cancel ed?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Well, nunber one,
Senator, the neeting was not canceled; it was
rescheduled. So that's a -- Friday's hearing
is -- we're having that hearing today. W
have al ways tal ked about giving and providing
anpl e opportunity for the public to review the
maps, see them and then conment, which is,
thus, the hearing we are participating in
ri ght now.

SENATOR PLUMVER: So | guess ny question
remai ns then, who drew the map that no one
knew about Thursday that showed up on Friday?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, we have a map.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

10/ 20/ 2021

Page 122
We have a proposal that's been out there. And
it's like -- the map is |like any other piece
of legislation where -- that takes place in

the legislative process.

Senat or, ny response is going to be
consistent with what it has always been. This
process requires that we all participate. And
just like any other part of |egislative
process, we would certainly be willing to | ook
at proposals comng fromour friends on the
ot her side of the aisle.

| would also remind ny friend that
t here have been significant proposals
subm tted through our public portal but not
yet one of themthat includes the input from
my friends on the other side of the aisle.

SENATOR PLUMMER: Wl |, that's because
Republ i cans don't think that the politicians
should be drawing the map. W' ve said that
constantly.

So you tal k about the legislative
process here. So this is part of the
| egi sl ative process, | think is what you just

said. So who is sponsoring this |egislation?
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VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, | can't answer

that. | don't know.

SENATOR PLUMMER:  You don't know?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  That was what | just
sai d, Senator.

SENATOR PLUMMER: kay. Typically, in the
| egislative --

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: |If it passes prologue,

then the Senate President was the sponsor of

the legislative maps. | woul d assune that

m ght be -- that m ght be the case here as
well. But | can't answer that because | don't
know.

SENATOR PLUMVER:  Wel I, typically through
the | egislative process, as you well know, the
sponsor of |egislation appears before the
Comm ttee so that questions can be asked of
them and so that there can be a nore
t ranspar ent process.

So I'"'mbeing told by the Vice

Chairman of the Commttee -- | just want to be
clear about this -- and if I'mincorrect,
pl ease correct me -- that the Vice Chairman of

the Commttee in charge of redistricting
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doesn't know who drew the map that appeared

out of nowhere Friday and doesn't know who is
going to be sponsoring the |egislation, even
t hough this map is supposedly part of the

| egi sl ative process?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Well, Senator, what |
just said was, the |egislative mps were
sponsored by the Senate president. |f that
hol ds true, | would inmagine that the Senate
president would do that again. That's nunber
one. Let ne finish, Senator.

Nunber two, this is not the hearing
on the bill or the final bill. W're not
taki ng any votes today. This hearing was to
hear specifically fromthe public, which we
heard the testinony after testifier after
testifier speaking to their desire for what
they want to see in a final proposal.

A proposal that -- we are not taking
any votes today. So that's not -- we are
not at a part of the process yet. This
process was to hear fromcomunity nenbers
what they want to see and their desire for the

map. That's what we did.
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SENATOR PLUMVER: So wll there be anot her

hearing then before a vote so that the sponsor
of the legislation can appear and there is a
transparent process where the public can have
i nput on -- you know, as we nornmally would
t hrough the | egislative process?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, again, |'ve
tal ked about the transparency in this process
over and over again and the opportunity for
the public to have input and for there to be a
di scussi on on the proposals.

And | have said to you previously,
that we are conmtted to a process that is
transparent and that will continue. That is
still a commtnent that that will happen.

SENATOR PLUMMER:  So there were a | ot of
W tnesses today. Clearly a |lot of wtnesses
t hat spent a trenmendous anount of tinme putting
a |lot of thought into mapmaking or put a | ot
of thought analyzing their district or their
comunity, a lot of interesting testinony.

| think the disconnect -- and if you
could -- you know, this is less of a specific

guestion and nore of an ask that you explain
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this to ne but also explain it to the

W tnesses so that there is a confort [evel
here. |If you don't know who is draw ng the
map and we then don't know who is drawi ng the
map, how do we know that this testinony and
the hard work of these witnesses gets to those
people and is reflected on the map?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Senator, as | said to
you and | have said a nunber of tinmes before,
this process is |ike any other in the

| egi sl ative process. And as we are going

t hrough this process -- and those maps will be
drawn. |If you want to participate, we
certainly would like -- we would Ii ke to have
t hat input.

We have not yet seen that input.
That's why we set up the portal that has been
created to allow for individuals to state
their perspective about how the maps should
| ook.

Again, |'ve not yet seen that from
the other side of the aisle, but | have seen
that fromeveryday ordinary citizens of

I1linois across the state who have lifted up
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their voices to participate in the process. |

woul d encourage any friends on the other side
of the aisle still to use that as an exanpl e
and do the sane.

SENATOR PLUMVER:  Well, | think I'm
sitting here actively participating with you
ri ght now.

But based on that response, is it
your claimthat anyone that is participating
in the -- or anyone that shows up in the
hearings that hasn't submtted a map isn't a
participant in the process? O what are you
sayi ng there?

Because |'ve been to every single

hearing. 1've questioned you at every single
hearing. |'ve questioned wtnesses at every
hearing. |1've been a very active participant,

and then you tell me |I'mnot participating.
So is the lack of a map subm ttal
does that nean soneone isn't participating or
what are you saying there?
VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Participating in
the process -- in creating a map for the --

a proposal for the entire state of
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[11inois.
Senator, | think -- and, again, |'m
not -- please don't take this as ne attenpting

to denigrate your participation in this
process. But there is participation via the
exchanges that you and | are having and there
are active -- there is active participation as
it relates to producing a final product that
the General -- that the General Assenbly wll
take up in legislative action. And that is
the process that |I'm asking for ny Republican
col | eagues to participate in.

There is certainly the back and forth
and the questions about this process. |
appreciate that, but participating and
produci ng a proposal that will be taken up by
the Illinois Senate, taken up by the Illinois
House, and then forwarded to the Governor for
action, that is the process that |I am asking
for and ny Republican coll eagues to
participate in.

SENATOR PLUMMER: So in theory, if
soneone wanted to participate in that specific

map- drawi ng process that you're descri bing,
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where is map draw ng taking place and who

woul d be we be participating wth?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Senator --

SENATOR PLUMVER:  Who is drawi ng the map?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, |I'mso glad you
asked that question because we have a public
portal that anyone who wants to draw a map can
utilize that portal to draw and submt a map.

Additionally, there is an enuil
address where anyone -- and we have said we
wi || accept any proposal from anyone from an
addi ti onal mapnmaki ng software to be submtted.
| f you have -- if you have challenges with it,
Il will -- | can certainly -- | will certainly
show you, tell you again. Because that
website is | LSenateredistricting.com |If you
want to go to that, go to the website and go
to the portal.
But, also, if you want to submt a

map t hrough what ever napnmaki ng portal or
pl atf orm that you have used, you can
submt that via email to
Redi strictingConm ttee@enat eDem | LGA. gov.
Again, that's
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Redi stricti ngComm ttee@enat eDem | LGA. gov.

SENATOR PLUMVER: So | appreciate that.
And, you know, the very first wtness
commented. And | think that person seened to
be extraordinarily acquainted with the process
and deeply involved in mapneki ng, not just in
I11inois, but el sewhere. But he nentioned the
extrene technical difficulties he was having.
And just so you know, because | know you care,
Senator Sins, that your website wasn't working
this weekend. So anyone that did try to go

there, the website wasn't | oading. Just as an

FYl. That's sonething you m ght want to have
your | T teamlook into. | want to shift gears
her e.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: That's why we have got
t he backup enmail address, Senator. Pl ease
conti nue.

SENATOR PLUMMER: So it is now -- and you
and | have tal ked about this and there seened
to be a certain lack of curiosity around this,
which | found very odd, considering this is
the Commttee tasked with the redistricting

process. And | would hope that this is the

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

10/ 20/ 2021

Page 131
way redistricting is handled, in a transparent

manner .

But it is widely reported by nultiple
reporters, multiple nedia outlets that there
have been secret neetings between the
Presi dent of the Senate's office, the Speaker
of the House's office, and the Governor's
of fice.

| have asked nunerous tinmes if you or
anyone else on the Commttee would inquire
with those bodies to find out either, yes,
that's true so that we can dig into it and
have them show as w tnesses or they can
correct the record and tell us it's not
happeni ng.

You know, the majority part has
el ected not to do that thus far. The House
Denocrat Press Secretary Jaclyn Driscoll has
confirmed on the record now that these
neetings are taking place. So the Governor
had commtted to not participating in a
partisan or a process |acking in transparency.
And now it's very clear that the Governor's

office is leading an effort with the House
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Denpcrats and the Senate Denpbcrats to draw a

map outside of the authority or outside the
purview of this Commttee.

This is, obviously, a significant
problem WII| you, Vice-Chairman Sins, ask
t he Governor and/or a representative of the
Governor to appear before this Commttee
before a final map is drawn so that we can ask
about this not only reported news but this
confirmed news?

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Well, Senator, |'m not
going to speak on behal f of what House
Denocratic -- a representative of the House
Denocrats has or has not confirned.

VWhat | will commt to and which is
what we have done here today and which | wll
continue to do is listen to the voices of our
constituents, listen to the voices of Illinois
residents who are asking for participation in
this process. That's what | am nore
interested in participating in, Senator.

You know, again, you can -- we can go
around and around about this story and | --

SENATOR PLUMMVER: | don't want to go
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around and ar ound.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, let ne finish,
l et nme finish.

We can go around and around about
this story, which | amnot interested in
doing. | amnore interested in a product and
a process that produces a nmap that our
constituents are looking for. That's what |I'm
prepared to do, Senator.

SENATOR PLUMVER:  What concerns ne is the
conpl ete lack of interest in pursuing the
story, especially nowthat it has been
confirmed by participants in these neetings
that are drawi ng a nmap.

You know, |'mnot an investigator or
anything like that. But it's pretty easy to
connect the dots. Commttee hearing is on
Thursday. W ask about these neetings; nobody
knows about them W ask who's draw ng the
map; nobody knows. We ask when we will see a
map; nobody knows.

A map appears out of thin air on
Friday, right. 1'mgoing to guess it probably

canme fromthe Governor's office and the
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representatives of those other groups. And so

| would think, just out of sheer diligence or,
frankly, out of frustration by you -- because
they're clearly running around this Commttee,
t hat we woul d want the Governor's office to
appear.

So I'"'mgoing to send a letter to the
Governor's office, Senator Sinms. Wuld you
join me in witing a letter to the Governor's
office to ask the Governor and/or a nmenber of
his staff to appear to -- before the Commttee
to answer questions about these neetings that
have been confirned?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Senator, you are
certainly within your right to send that
letter to the Governor. But, again, as | said
to you previously, | don't need to be told how
to feel.

But, in addition, | guess | don't
understand the concern. Because what has
been -- | have heard on a consistent basis
comng frommny friends on the other side of
the aisle that we need at | east two weeks

before hearing -- before final action on a
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final map proposal

There was a proposal that was
submtted | ast week, which is al nost two weeks
before the end of the schedul ed spring --
schedul ed fall veto session. So is the
conplaint with the timng of the subm ssion of
the map?

| guess | don't understand the
circular logic and the circular outrage
because we have consistently tal ked about
having -- giving the public anple opportunity
to see a map and to weigh in on it. That's
happeni ng, Senator. W submtted -- there was
a map submtted. The map was then -- the nmap
was submtted. W have now had the
opportunity. W didn't go right and have the
neeting right after the map was subm tted but
gave comrunities the tinme and the opportunity
to |l ook at those maps and then cone back wth
their -- with their input and their testinony,
which is what we have been spendi ng the | ast
several hours tal king about, the input from
II'linois residents about what they want to

see.
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Senator, that is what this process --

that's the process that we have outlined from
the very begi nning and the one that we
continue to engage in.

SENATOR PLUMVER: | appreciate you
acknow edging all of that and | appreciate you
hi ghlighting the i nportance of sone of that.
So | guess that just begs the obvious
guesti on.

If all this public input and all of
this public reviewis so inportant after the
submttal of that map, will you commit to
having a period of tine of at |east two weeks,
as nunerous W tnesses have asked for, so that
Wi t nesses can review and tal k about the fina
map, the actual map that is going to be voted
on? |If there is another map, Senator Sins,
will there be a period of tine of -- a
reasonabl e period of tine between the
submttal of that map and the vote on that map
so the public can review and the public can
provide their input?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Senator, as | have

nmentioned to you on nunerous occasions, the
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fall veto session has been schedul ed since the

end of the spring legislative session. That
is -- that is the calendar on the schedul e
t hat we have been follow ng and the cal endar
on the schedul e that we continue to foll ow

SENATOR PLUMMER: And that's fine. For
the wi tnesses' benefit, obviously, there is
nothing at all that says that we have to vote
on a map during fall veto session. | nean,
just |like we cane back for a special session
in August. If we truly care about
transparency and the public input, we can
obvi ously cone back later on. But that's
fine, if that's the calendar that you want to
fol | ow.

| guess ny likely |ast question would

be, the neeting that was supposed to take
pl ace this | ast Friday was supposed to take
pl ace in Carbondale. Carbondale is in
southern Illinois. That neeting was not
cancel ed, as you pointed out earlier; it was
changed to today in Springfield. And it
woul d be negligent of me not to point out the

fact that this deprives the entirety of
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southern Illinois fromhosting a hearing on

t hese maps.
So for the next hearing can we commt

to providing an avenue for the peopl e of

southern Illinois to be better engaged in this
process?
VICE-CHAIR SIMS: | wll certainly take

that up with the Chair.
SENATOR PLUMVER:  Thank you, Senator Sins,
| believe that's all that | have today.
VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Ckay. Thank you so
much, Senator.
Seeing no further hands or questions,
again, | want to remnd all of our
partici pants and anyone and all listening, if
you want to view the 2020 census nunbers and
data, draw community interest or district,
pl ease go to our website at
| LSenat eredi stricting.com
If you have drawn a nmap using anot her
mappi ng platformand would like to submt that
map and share it with the Commttee,
pl ease email it to

Redi stricti ngComm ttee@enat eDem | LGA. gov.
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Again, that's

Redi strictingConm ttee@enat eDem | LGA. gov.
Also if you want to submt additional

testi nony or maps, please email themto

Redi strictingConm ttee@enat eDem | LGA. gov.
There being no further business to

cone before the Commttee, this neeting of the

Senate Redistricting Conmttee stands

adj ourned. Thank you, everyone.

(End of proceedings.)
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STATE OF I LLINO S

COUNTY OF COK

I, Cheryl L. Sandecki, and a Certified
Short hand Reporter of the State of Illinois, do
hereby certify that | reported in shorthand the
proceedi ngs had at the taking of said hearing
and that the foregoing is a true, conmplete, and
correct transcript of ny shorthand notes so
t aken as aforesaid, and contains all the

proceedi ngs given at said hearing.

Chanfe Sk

CHERYL L. SANDECKI, CSR, RPR
C.S. R License No. 084-03710
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